VETERANS HISTORY PROJECT
Preserving Stories of Service for Future Generations

Interview with

John Hauptmann
Conducted by Deb Barrett
April 26, 2005
This project sponsored by the Indian Prairie Public Library
In partnership with the Library of Congress

Part 1: Introduction
This interview is being conducted on April 26, 2005 at the Indian Prairie Public
Library in Darien, Illinois. My name is Deborah Barrett. I am speaking with
Mr. John G. Hauptmann. Mr. Hauptmann was born on May 15th, 1919 in Chicago,
Illinois where he still resides. He is the Commander of the Midway Chapter 43 of
Disabled American Veterans. Also with us today is Mr. Martin Thomas who is
another volunteer on this project and does interviews. Mr. Hauptmann has kindly
consented to be interviewed for this project and here is his story.
How would you like to be referred to on this? How would you like to be addressed
on this interview?
My name is John that’s fine.

Part 2: Entering the Military
O.K. John, can you tell us what the circumstances were, when did you enter the
service?
Well, in our neighborhood there was a close bunch of friends. We all went to grammar
school together; a lot of us, a number of us, went to high school together. We were
looking the situation over. Hitler was raising heck and all this business. I said, well,
word got out that they were going to start the draft. I said, “Heck with this business of
being drafted. What do you say we do something?” There was, let’s see, two, four, there
was about eight of us all from the same neighborhood that enlisted in the National Guard,
that’s 132nd Infantry of the 33rd Division. That had repercussions, too, because it was
years later that I was overseas that the FBI come to my house and scared the daylights out
of my mother. They were looking for me. The FBI, you’re talking about heavyweights.
So, my brother, who at that time was in the Coast Guard, he was home on leave, and he
was sleeping at the time. My mother woke him up and he come up, “What’s going on?”
He says, “We’re looking for him, he’s a draft dodger.” My brothers says, “Well, if you
want to find him, take a train or a plane, go to San Francisco, get on the first boat going
west, he’s out there somewhere on one of the islands.” They hadn’t any idea where I
was, all they had was a post office box number for us. They didn’t know where we were
at. So they told them that I enlisted, and they showed them one of my letters so that took
care of that situation.
Do you remember the date or what the date was when you enlisted or the year?
Oh, that must’ve been, probably, the latter part of ’42.
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O.K. So you enlisted rather than waiting for to be drafted.
Yeah. And then when we went overseas, they broke up that division and we wound up in
a division that does not have a number; it has a name, American. Americal, I should say.
Take off the l and put an n there and you got American.
Mr. Thomas: No.
No, that’s right, take off the n and put an l in, that’s it. So, that was the Americal
Division and that apprised the 132nd Infantry, Chicago, the 187th from Boston, and 167th
from North Dakota.
The three together.
The three together.
And you joined, when you enlisted, you enlisted in the Army?
Yeah, well that was the National Guard, but they were inducted into the Army. That was
even as the draft was going on. So, when we were in training, we got a lot of draftees
coming down, train loads of them, different outfits got so many men, you know. So as
we were at full strength, and then we went on those big maneuvers in forty, yeah, the
latter part of ’42.
O.K.
Yeah, that’s right. I thought that maybe it was before Pearl Harbor was bombed, but I
knew that maneuver was before Pearl Harbor, because when we got back to camp and we
were back there about two months time, then Pearl Harbor was bombed.
At the time that you enlisted, were you living at home?
Oh, yes.
What were you doing? You were out of school?
Well, I was working part time, but I went to De Paul University for a couple of years.
O.K. What were you studying at that time?
Business Administration and sales and stuff like that.
And you said you were working part time?
Yeah, I was working for Crane Company.
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Doing what kind of work?
I was inspecting and testing high pressure valves that the Navy used, ammonia valves.
Some of these valves had to hold four, five, four thousand, five hundred pounds of
pressure, air pressure. Now you’re talking about something that has to be then made as
accurately as making watch parts, couldn’t deviate, that had to be perfect. And the valve,
the seat, was ground in by hand. When them things were assembled, I couldn’t be in the
same room, I had to look at through a mirror. … because if that thing busted loose, I
mean that, that would look like a bomb… You’re talking about a lot of pressure. Then
we were moving the valves that were going through Newport News and different places,
the East Coast for the Navy.
So you were doing work that was for the Navy, but then you joined the National
Guard and went into the Army?
Let’s face it, our politicians weren’t sleeping. They were well aware of the fact that we
may get involved with “Uncle Adolf” in Germany, Deutchland iber allis, you know. We
were getting prepared for it, that’s why we had started the draft which was a good move
on the part of the President to do that.

Part 3: Training
Where were you inducted?
In Chicago, because the National Guard went out of Camp Forest, Tennessee. We left
Chicago and went down there. Like I say, all the draftees started coming in until we had
a full Division, but that was the 33rd which was 129th, 130th, 131st, and 132nd, there were
four infantry regiments; they all came from down state, like, you know, Decatur and you
know, places down state.
What were your first days like after you were inducted?
What was that?
What were your first days like when you were inducted?
Well, lot of Army training, you know, you have to live in a… weaponry and I wound up
in an anti-tank company. You had to learn … well we did machine gun work, too. I
mean machine guns,??? automatic rifles, regular rifles. We still had the old Springfield
Rifle from World War I, you know, bolt action. We didn’t get the Grand Rifles until we
were overseas. The Grand was auto… you put a whole clip in, and you can keep firing.
…bolt action on the front of it. The fact is I got two.
You got two?
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They’re modeled after the Springfield Rifle, but they’re made by Remington.
O.K.
…but I got two of them.
O.K.
I’ve also got a Japanese Samurai Sword, too.
Oh, you do. Well, you’ll have to tell us about that in a bit.
I should have brought that. It’s good for you to see, a Japanese Samurai Sword, I never
thought of it.
Mr. Thomas: We’ll see, maybe we can get a photograph of it.
That was how I got it home. In other words an officer has a little clout in the Army,
people won’t, a lot of people won’t say that, but it’s true. And this man was a Navy
Officer, he was a…, like a Major in the Army that’s a Light Commander. A Full
Commander is a Lieutenant Colonel like in the Army, the Navy’s. And this man was in
charge of the, they called them the See Bees. And they used to do a lot of work. They
put the air fields in and bulldozers, and they did quite a bit of work, a good bunch of
guys; we had a lot of fun with them. How I met this fella was the fact that we went
fishing one day. We were out on Guadalcanal. We weren’t put into action yet, but we
were behind the lines being used if they needed help. We were like a reserve unit. So,
we had some time off, we had hand grenades galore so… It was out in a Japanese row
boat that we found them. And this officer made a couple of paddles for us, you know,
Machinist Mates, …they made them for us. So we found a couple of Japanese Bayonets,
kind of rusty, but gave it to him. Oh, he was … and that started a friendship between him
and I, see. So here we go; there’s four of us in this boat; we’re out maybe, I’d say at least
a half a mile from shore. And, you know, gentle waves, it wasn’t those big ocean waves
we’d have a time with in a row boat. But, pull the pin, stuck our hand in the water and let
loose. And it felt as if somebody kicked the bottom of your chair, you know, you felt it.
Up they come, fish galore, I mean Sea Bass and all kinds of … oh, man. Now, after we
dropped the third one, who comes chasing after us? Cruiser and two destroyers. They
were on the south end of the island patrolling that to keep the Japs from getting supplies,
you know, the Navy. Here they come. The Commander of the cruiser had one of these
electric loud speakers, you know,
“What the ….” Well, of course, he used a little language that shouldn’t be used. But oh,
he raised hell…
He says, “What are you doing?”

4

We said, “We’re fishing.”
“Fishing. What the heck are you using?” He didn’t see any poles or anything.
I says, “Well, …hand grenade.”
“No wonder we got a call that there’s under…” Sonar picked it up, see. Oh, he gave us
…but then he says, “How’s the fishing?”
I said, “Pretty good, look at the …” Oh, we had a whole bunch of fish.
So he said, “Well, call it a day. I think you got enough fish.”
“O.K., yes Sir.” We went back to shore. Now I got hold of this officer of the Navy and
told him, “Hey, we got enough fish here to feed your outfit and my outfit. You know,
that’s fresh fish. The cooks, our cooks and their cooks and hey we had a time. They
furnished beer and we had a couple … that were, you know, they joined in. We had
regular parties; we had some good times. That’s how he and I became very, you know
pretty good friends, so any time I could find anything, you know….
????
He’s the man, that by hook or by crook, got this sent home to my folks, a Samurai Sword.
He had one of his Carpenter’s Mates make up a box just to fit it and filled it with saw
dust or something like that, and he mailed it instead of me. An officer? You know, I
mean, he’s a ranking Officer. Yes sir. Two months later I get a letter from my folks,
now I have to … combat. My Dad said, “What the heck do you want me to do with
this?” Japanese Souvenir. Well, then I wrote him back, “Keep it.” I said, “That’s a good
souvenir.” Which is true. Now, I’ve given seminars, Scouts … My last big endeavor
was with Kennedy High School. The fourth graders, you know, Seniors.
Mr. Thomas: Excuse me, John. She’s going to ask you about your time after the
service later on in the interview she’ll ask you about your speaking and so
forth, but first we need to get you to …
Get you to the Service.
Mr. Thomas: get you into combat, through your training into combat and want to
hear about your injuries and that sort of thing.
Can I tell you about that fella who’s responsible for the way I’m looking in those
pictures?
Mr. Thomas: Yeah, but I think you’ll probably want to talk about that and your
experiences after the service.
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It so happened that we were in combat for a while, and then we were relieved by another
outfit, see, they could relieve them. Being up in combat, a lot of times, you went twenty
hours, sometimes maybe more, without sleep, night and day. So, eight hours job and then
you’re off, no way; you didn’t punch no time clocks; you were on duty at all times, and
you had to be well aware of the fact that the enemy was quite, ahh, they were pretty sharp
characters. They could infiltrate, you know. Anyway, here we’re relieved so we went
down to the beach. Take off your shoes and belt and everything out of your pockets and
what have you; take off your watch, wrist watch if you have one and go in the water.
You’re talking about ocean water and have a bar of salt soap and wash your clothes. And
as you hang up all your clothes by the time you get down to your socks to wash them,
your clothes are dry already; it was so hot down there. And that’s what I did was getting
undressed when this regiment comes marching up the beach and going up, you know,
toward the line. And this happened to be, I think it was a First Lieutenant, and he says,
“Excuse me,” he says, “How far is it to the front lines from here?” I says, “Well, I’ll tell
you. If you go a half a mile, you’ll be joining the Japanese Army. So, I think it’s about
three or four blocks at the most. You’ll know when you’re up there because, you know,
you can see what things are going on.” One of the kids in this outfit, I went to high
school with him. I looked at him, “Hey, Sidenforce.” That’s his name, John Sidenforce.
“Oh, hello, John.” Like country cousins, you know. I’m surprised to see him. I says,
“Well, what outfit are you in?” He told me. I says, “Gee, well, you never know, I’ll get a
chance, I’ll look you up.” Yeah, sure. Oh, what, it was two months later and we were
relieved again by a, this time by a Marine outfit, and then we went further south than we
normally would go, we were not too far from the Henderson Field, the air base and we
saw in the background there was a GI cemetery. After we got our tents all up and all set,
we went down there. A half a dozen of us went down there to look at the graves. Then
we saw a couple of fresh graves. Whose name do I see on a cross? John Sidenforce.
Now, when we had that dedication of that memorial at … island and that’s it 11th and
Harlem in Worth. I was holding the flag and they said, “Well, let’s take a couple of
minutes time to think about somebody who you knew didn’t make it there no more.”
And that’s when I was thinking about Johnny and that picture was taken by the Tribune,
Chicago Tribune photographer.
Yeah, that was very, very difficult. We really want to capture all these stories, but
let’s back track a little bit and see how you got there in the first place. Tell me what
Boot Camp was like. Were you in Tennessee?
We had Marine training. There was four Marines came into our regiment. One was a
rifleman, mortar man, pistol man and hand to hand combat man, and they worked us
over. I’m telling you, ohh.
This was in Boot Camp?
That was Boot Camp in Camp Forest, Tennessee. Oh, I mean, that was rough. I always
say, “How I survived that?” Because that was very, tedious.
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Was that pretty standard for the Marines to come in to teach the Army?
No, no, that wasn’t but, you see, they wanted to get these men trained as soon as possible,
and they were experienced Marines. They knew their business. And this one fellow, a
little, not too tall of a man, and now he was one of the toughest guys I ever met in my life
with hand to hand. And then there was Lou Diamond. He was a expert at mortars. A
mortar is an eighty millimeter mortar. You know, it’s on a tripod and you can adjust it
left and right and so forth. And this guy, at five hundred yards, that’s a, you multiply by
three, three feet and you got, you know…
Fifteen hundred feet, yeah.
You put out a fifty gallon empty drum. First shot would be a little high; next one would
be a little left or right and he’d make the adjustment, third one, he’d put it right in there.
And he said, “That’s what you guys are going to learn.” He told the mortar men, you
know. And we were there watching all this. And he… And he also was a good rifleman,
too. It so happened that he helped us on the range. If you didn’t measure up, he’d kick
you in the pants and that included our officers, too. You’d be surprised. Oh, they
resented the fact now, he’s a… He was a Sergeant; he was a Tech Sergeant, that’s right,
that’s a stripe beyond Staff Sergeant. And he says, “Hey, you’re put in my charge.
When I get through with you, you’re going to be an excellent rifleman or else I’ll kick
you right square in the pants,” he says. Of course, he used stronger language than that.
(Laughter)
But he wasn’t foolin’ around. He says, “This is something serious. Your best friend in
service is your rifle and you treat it that way. You take care of it, clean it and make sure
it’s always in good shape because some day it’s going to pay you dividends that you put
in there, you know.?”
Beside these four marines that helped you learn how to shoot and handle all the
aspects of combat, what other types of things did you do in boot camp? You had
marches?
A lot of close order drills, march and that. All of a sudden, you do it automatically, you
know, left, right, left face, left flank, forward, get ready to march, boom, you get that
always, boom, you know, it comes in just, tic toc, you know, you have to learn that.
Now, with that guy, I never marched in my life before I got into that outfit, you know.
It’s more or less to establish discipline. And get you, well, physically fit, you know.
How long did your Boot Camp last?
Well, about three months, I think, in the Marines, yeah, Army would be four months or
thereabouts. Yeah, I think it was about roughly same in the Army, too.
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O.K. Were you in contact at all with your family when you were in Boot Camp?
Yeah, well, my Dad and my brother who was actually ready to join, that’s when he joined
the Coast Guard. He was assigned to New York area. The beaches are up there in New
Jersey and New York, he patrolled them with these dogs, and these dogs were German
Shepherds, and these dogs were pretty well trained. But the day my brother was duty,
they threw him out about, say four o’clock in the afternoon, every four hours they’d put
on another shift. You know, these guys would go back, and maybe they go four hours
later they’d go on duty again, see. Because that was, you know, walking with them dogs
and walking up and down and so on. The shift that took my bother’s place, they were the
ones that caught those Germans sneaking in off the submarines. That’s the way the ball
bounces, you know.
Yeah.
Oh, you wanted to know about Australia. That’s where we landed first.
That’s the first place that you went after Basic?
Yeah. No, no, no. After Pearl Harbor was bombed, we boarded trains, and it was only a
week after Pearl Harbor was bombed that we boarded trains, and went to Indian Town
Gap, Pennsylvania. It’s an Army reservation, too, but it’s a small town, too, called Indian
Town Gap. I asked one of the natives there why they called it Indian Town Gap. He
says, “You see the mountains? You notice if you chop a piece of lumber, you know like
a tree and make like a “V.”
Right.
Well that’s a gap, you see, that you can get across the mountains. That’s how it got the
name. Anyway, there we had a few replacements. Have to put this in the right, proper…
Some of the fellows were misbehaving. Understand, they were fooling around with the
wrong female, and they caught personal diseases. In the Army, you’re under arrest, you
know, and they put you in the hospital, and you had a venereal disease, you’re under
arrest. We lost about five or six guys in our company. They had to be replaced because
couldn’t take them out…when they’re still in the hospital. So that’s just like being in the
brig, you know, really.
Is that where you went after you were in Tennessee?
Yeah.
So you went there…?
And from there we went to New York, that was Brooklyn Navy Yard, I should say.
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Brooklyn Navy Yard, O.K.
Boarded ship. We got on the ship called the Kungsholm, that’s a Swedish ship, and that
this affair about ring happened.

Part 4: Going Overseas
O.K. So you boarded that ship out of the Brooklyn Navy Yard?
And when this whole Division, it was a reinforced Division, it was larger than a regular
Division. Took off and we went south and, of course, the rumors were flying around like
butterflies: “Oh, we’re going to Cuba.” “No, we’re going to Trinidad.” “No, were going
here.” “Oh, we might be going to North Africa.” But we still hung along the coast, not
too far from the coast. We went all the way down to the southern part of Florida. Then
when we started veering left a little bit I said, “Hey, I’ll bet you ten bucks we’re going to
the Panama Canal.” “Oh, you don’t know what you’re talking about.” We got to the
Panama Canal, I asked this smarty, I said, “What do you call that?” “Panama Canal.”
We went through. Now, rumors there, “We’re going to Hawaii.” Nope. From Panama,
if we were going to Hawaii, we’d have to go a little northwest course, but we were going
straight and veering a little bit to the south, you see. So I said, “I’ll bet you we’re going
to, probably we’ll be going Wake, Midway, one of those islands.” So, we keep going. I
said, “We’re going to Australia.” We wound up in Melbourne, Australia.
O.K.
And right outside of Melbourne, just about like say from Chicago to Joliet a short
distance was this Camp Darly, and the town there was called Bacus Marsh, and we were
there for just a short while. The way we were treated by the Australian people, it’s just
amazing how wonderful they were to us. They were very glad to see us because at that
time we were playing, like playing chess. You’re in check, I move this, you gotta move
that king or else boom, game over or block, you know, block it, see. Same thing, we
were playing chess with the Japs because they had spies.
So, you went from a Swedish ship and the Swedes were neutral, officially neutral.
But they still had you on a Swedish ship?
That ship happened to be in New York harbor at the time Pearl Harbor was bombed, so
our government leased it. There’s nothing in the rule book that says they can’t lease it,
see?
Uh-huh. (Affirmative)
That’s how we got that ship.
What was the trip like when you were on board that ship? What were you …?
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We only had bad weather when we started getting close to Australia because you’re
getting close to the Tasmanian Sea which is a, hey…
Up and down.
I mean up and down, oh man. A lot of men became sick, sea sick. It didn’t bother me. I
don’t know why. They say some people it doesn’t bother. It didn’t bother me. I don’t
mind and it doesn’t matter, you know what I mean? Heck, I can’t help it if I’m not sick
and some of the guys, oh. You know how GI’s are. They’re always giving each other
the business.
(Laughter) How long did that trip take from New York over to Australia?
It must have taken almost three weeks because you got to remember we’re not going in a
direct line. We’re going zig-zag and zig-zag. You know, it takes… In other words, to
go from one place to another it takes, we’re going… If we were going in a straight line,
it would have taken us a week.
You’re taking the long way.
We were going zig-zag and zig-zag, it took us almost three weeks because they had to be
very careful of Japanese submarines and what have you.
What did you do on the ship during that time? What was your job responsibility on
that ship? Did you have some?
Nothing.
Nothing?
We didn’t do actually a thing. Well, we played Pinochle; some guys played Poker; some
guys played Craps. I like Pinochle. It was a penny ante affair; we didn’t have too much
money …
Just played for change?
Yeah, but we had a lot of fun.
What was the food like when you were on the ship?
Well, we had an incident where the chicken was tainted. We all had diarrhea like you
can’t believe. And they were giving us, what the heck was that stuff?
Ipecac or something?
Mr. Thomas: Paregoric?
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Oh, boy that was… Everybody who ate on this one shift, and we had three shifts, you all
were given a red disc, white disc and a blue disc. And over the loud speaker says, “Now
hear this. Red disc is now having lunch or breakfast,” whatever. That one batch caught
the tainted chicken. You gotta remember, all that stuff was in frozen compartments, on
the ship, big rooms like this stacked with frozen food, you know.
You said you played pinochle and poker and stuff?
And if you had, I’m an avid reader, I read like crazy, pocket books, you know. At that
time when I had that two or three Sherlock Holmes books. I would pass them around
when I got through, you know. “Anybody want a good book?” O.K. here’s … What else
were we going to do? Believe it or not, they’re too busy to have any kind of
entertainment. I imagine if this was a passenger line or different circumstances we might
have had a ballroom, dancing, cocktails, which I don’t mind having.
When you got to Australia, you said the people were very nice and very friendly?
Oh, yes, yes. Now, it’s a shame you have to say this, but we had a lot of trouble with the
French when we went from there to New Caledonia. See, because we were only in
Australia at the most, let’s see… I think about three weeks at the most that we were
there. Then we boarded ship again and took off for New Caledonia which is a French
Island not too far from Australia.
A different ship or the same ship?
No, this was a different ship, Santa Paula, I think was.
Was it an American ship or some other?
South American line. I think it was under Panamanian registry or whatever they call it.
Still, we all got to New Caledonia. But, now when we got there, believe it or not, those
French were a little on the Vichy French side. That was the side with Uncle Adolf, yeah,
oh. When they saw this Division coming in, off come the jackets, turn them inside out,
now it’s “Vive Le France,” Vive De Gaulle and all that kind of baloney. They were
arrogant. We had a detachment there. I don’t think it was even, maybe a little less than a
full company of troops. They were the, you know, with the French Foreign Legion. You
know, with the cap with the towel hanging down, sand brown belt, bayonet about yea
long. It was almost as long as a sword. They were a little too arrogant for some of the
troops to take, especially the Marines. They had a lot of fights with them. And quite a
few of the French soldiers wound up getting battered to heck, and they wound up in the
hospital. You know, the word went around, “Hey.” Once, I tangled with one, too, and he
spit at me.
He spit at you?
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Out come the pistol. Of course, I had a loaded pistol; it’s a clip with seven bullets, you
put them in and you pull your slide back and you put a bullet in the chamber. I didn’t
have a bullet in the chamber. Of course, he didn’t know that. I said, “You spit at me
again and I’ll give you…” Oh, but he was going to pull the bayonet, well, I pulled the
trigger back. Now, there’s still no bullet in the chamber; I couldn’t fire it anyway. I said,
“Go ahead, don’t even think about it you…” Of course, the language … But when
somebody speaks to you in a derogatory way, you know, and cuss words and that. It’s a
Foreign language, somehow through the body language, you get the idea. Well, I know
what …. I told him I’d give him a shot right in the head with that. I’d hit him; I wouldn’t
shoot him. That’s almost two and a half pounds of iron, hey, that’ll hurt. He backed off.
Well, you know, you had to stand up. See, now, in New Caledonia, that’s where we
started this Mobile Combat Recon Squadron that I was in. I was in the 132nd Infantry all
the way and in a Tank Company until we hit New Caledonia. The word got around that
you could volunteer to get in there. We need gunners, sure gunners, you know, riflemen
and so forth but we’re going to be motorized. What would you think they called a jeep
before it was called a jeep?
I don’t know? A truck?
You’re going to be surprised. It was called a Peep, P-E-E-P.
A Peep.
Because we were known as the Peep Patrol before they gave us the name of the Mobile
Combat Recon Squadron, no kidding. I’ll give you the low down. Do you know I won
five hundred bucks on account of that somebody? “Oh, you don’t know what the heck
you’re talking about. A Jeep was a Jeep you goofy krauthead.” I says, “Hey you.” Well,
he happened to be Polish. “You Polack, I tell you, you have a big mouth. I know you
always carry a few bucks on you. How much you want to make a bet you’re wrong and
I’m right?” He’s counting out the bills, “How much?” “Five hundred.” The bartender
knows me. “Frank, I only got about fifty bucks. Give me four hundred dollars, four
hundred, fifty dollars.” The bartender, “John, anytime.” And he put the money in the
envelope. “I’ll be back in five minutes.” I ducked home, brought an envelope addressed
to me from my mother and dad, John Hauptmann, Corporal. No, at that time I was a
sergeant. That was before that… Sergeant, John Hauptmann, Post Office Box so and so
and so and so. No Division, no Regiment but what does that say on there? Peep Patrol.
Alright, thank you. I took the money. That man wouldn’t speak to me for two, three
years after that. But it’s right. That’s what they were called.
End Side 1, Tape 1
We were off record. We talked to John a little bit more and found out that there’s a
correction to the date. He actually entered the service in 1940.
Yeah.
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He said in July of 1940. John also told us a story about a ring that he wears. I
would like to ask him to recount that story again.
Alright, yeah. Well, this happened when we were off the coast of Australia. I’d say
probably not too far from Wake and Midway. We had a lifeboat drill, and it so happened
that on the deck where our lifeboat post was, ‘cause people were told to go to various
stations, you know.
This was still on the Swedish ship?
Yeah, yeah. And lo and behold, in my outfit we had a couple of machine guns mounted
there right next to the lifeboat, and it was sand bagged in and so forth. So that’s why I
happened to be there, and it was my squad that was on duty at that day with the machine
guns. And you never knew when you’d get a lifeboat drill called. That was haphazard.
It could be today, tomorrow, two o’clock tomorrow, it might be six o’clock, maybe
they’d skip tomorrow, you know, you never know what. Anyway, they had a lifeboat
drill. And that man and a couple of the sailors were there, and this one man has the
control, all hydraulic control. Lift up the lifeboat, swing it out, and then bring it down to
the level of the deck. And then probably a few minutes, sometimes two minutes,
sometimes five minutes, the call would come over the air, over the radio, a loud speaker
system, I should say. That, end of lifeboat drill, pull in from the drill. And he’d take the
controls, pull it up, swing it over and lower onto the big davits, like a big metal wire,
heavy, heavy, quite sturdy. And because of the fact that the deck above us and that was a
smaller deck, you see, so they were looking down right at our deck which was maybe
fifteen feet across is all. And he’s paying attention to the nurses from our Medical Corps.
And he missed the davits, bringing down the lifeboats. And here’s this Navy officer of
the Swedish ship. I think he was the Lieutenant, Mike Gill(?) Lieutenant and if I were to
have hollered at him, he would have got crushed. But I didn’t, I dived at him. Like I said
before, Dick Butkus never knocked, tackling one of his opponents in football like I …
Oh, I just knocked him right off his feet and down came that doggone lifeboat onto the
deck, and I mean boom, it landed. That poor man would have been crushed, he would
have been dead. He realized it and Oh, God, he says, “Gee.” He asked me, he got hold
of my name… And he says, “I’ll get in touch with you.” So, he reported this incident to
the Captain, and the Captain, my name and knew what outfit I was in, of course. He sent
a man down to ask me to come up to his office, which I did. It so happened that when
they were looking for me, my Captain found out that the Captain of the ship was looking
for me. He thought that maybe I did something I shouldn’t have, oh, God no, you know.
So there’s mischievous… So, he went with me. We got there, and he explained to my
Captain, “No, he’s not …he didn’t do anything wrong, he did something right.” And he
told him what happened. And he says, “In the meantime, I’ve had a little time to think
about it and us being neutral,” Sweden didn’t want to break their neutrality, “We can’t
give him any kind of award, because the word would get out and then the Germans might
find it and it might aggravate them, and then we’d have a lot of trouble with them.
We’ve got enough trouble with them. So, he says, “I’m going to make him a ring.” And
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he showed us a button of an officer’s jacket, and he says, “We’re going to make a ring,
and I’ll let you know when it’s done.” Then about ten days later a call went through.
Another thing, I’m an enlisted man, right? Officers had their own restaurant, their own
eating area, Officers only. I ate at the Captain’s table from then on. You should’ve seen
a couple of the Lieutenants in my outfit, ooh, ooh.
Laughter.
Then some of the guys in my outfit. Oh, boy, he was… Oh, yes sir and all that. Oh, I
caught hell for that from both sides.
Oh, I bet you did.
But I did fine. What the heck, he told me. “Come on,” he says, “you are …
He appreciated what you did.
Right. He was a nice man. I liked him. So, that’s how I got the ring, and I’ve been
wearing it now for well for sixty, I’d say sixty-three years or sixty-four years, anyway.
And it’s something to be proud of, yeah.
Very good. Thank you for sharing that story with us. Sounds like an interesting
little adventure you had.
We were sitting at the table at my granddaughter’s house. She’s up, what is that,
Wheeling? Way the heck up there. “Hey,” he says, “that’s an unusual ring. What is it?”
So, I told him how I got it. “Hey,” he says, “would you like to come over to the library?”
I said, “Which one are you talking about?” Indian Prairie Libray. “All right, I’ll …, I’m
game.”
Now that was on your way to Australia. And you said from there you went to New
Caledonia, and you were telling us about that. How long were you in Australia
altogether?
Australia, I believe we were only in there possibly three weeks. It couldn’t have been
much more than that.
And from there how long in New Caledonia?
New Caledonia we spent oh. The time when the Marines invaded Guadalcanal. It
probably was about six, at least six or seven months interval.
What were your responsibilities when you were in New Caledonia? What was your
job?
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Training and making, while were on the island and gun positions if we had to because we
thought the Japs would invade. And the Japs were all … They were all set. But you
know what kicked the Japs in the pants was the Battle of Midway. That spoiled
everything. That’s just wiping the board from them. Watch these guys on TV lately
playing poker? … puts all them chips in there and he’s got a better hand than you have,
you’re dead see? That’s what happened …
So, you were in New Caledonia for six or seven months, you said?
I’d say roughly about that, yeah. Then we reinforced the Marines in …
In Guadalcanal?
In Guadalcanal, yeah.
So you were at Guadalcanal after the Marines did their work? Tell me how did you
get to Guadalcanal?
Same way, boats.
O.K. A U.S. ship?
Yeah.

Part 5: Combat
What was it like when you got there? Had you heard what… You knew what the
Marines had been doing? What were you thinking? What were you feeling when
you got there?
We knew there was combat because when we started landing and we had landing nets,
you know what I mean? They had these Higgins Boats that came up alongside of us.
We’d load in, and we had a full field pack that we had to carry because no one would
drop in the water because you had all this weight, you’d just pfft, be gone. So we had to
use a little common sense, too, when you’re going down that landing net. Then we went
in, and of course, there on in we … But you could hear the machine gun fire, the mortar
fire, artillery fire in the background.
You could still hear the fighting going on?
Yeah, you knew what we were going into. Believe it or not, our Chaplain had quite a bit
of duties to perform. Some of the men who were Catholic, and then we had a Protestant
Minister which I helped, too. Let me show you something. This is going to be … You
probably never seen anything like this before.
John is pulling a card out of his wallet.
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I don’t want to tear it.
It’s from the Archdiocese of Chicago. That John is, for St. John the Prophet Parish,
he’s a Minister to care for the sick for the Archdiocese, for the Archdiocese of
Chicago.
And I got another one here. This is relating to your lake, down near Darien lake. Yeah, I
should get a new one because it expired. But anyway, here I’m down there fishing. My
daughter lived on Knottingham. So, I figured with her living there I wouldn’t have no
trouble because I understand that’s a private lake, and it’s only for residents to fish there.
So, somebody must have seen me fish down there and, “I don’t think this fella’s a
resident.” They called the local police. What the heck, there’s a police station not too far
and here come this young police officer, a nice fella. And he says, “Sorry, but,” he says,
“You’ll have to leave, you’re not a resident.” I told him my daughter lives over there.
Then again, I’ve got a fishing license I want you to see.
John’s just handed me a card from the Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs
Disability Affidavit for Illinois Hunting and Fishing Privilege.
Now he called the Chief because he had a radio and told the Chief about it. “You know,
I’ve heard of this, but I’ve never seen one before, come on down and take a look at it.”
Oh, sure enough, a couple of minutes later here comes the Chief. And lo and behold, he
takes a look at it and he gave me a compliment. He says, “Well, young man, anytime you
want to fish here, go ahead.”
Mr. Thomas:

That was the Darien Chief of Police?

Yeah.
Mr. Thomas:

Musial? ???? (sp)

Yeah. That’s quite a lake there. Some good fishing there. I’m a good fisherman. Last
year I picked out the biggest fish I’ve ever had from there, a big Walleye. There’s a lot
of Bass there but he was a big one. My wife said, “Where did you catch that?” I said, “I
went down to the fish market.”
(Laughter) You didn’t use grenades that time though.
What?
You didn’t use your grenade that time?
No, no, no, no.

16

So, when you got to Guadalcanal, you landed, you said you could still hear the firing
going on. What kind of facilities did you have there? Where did you live? Were
you in tents?
Pup Tents.
Pup Tents?
Yeah, two men would, they’d each have half of a share in it. You button it up and you
have a Pup Tent. Little stakes in the ground. Two men. But in some of the rest areas,
you know, behind the line they had the … tents or Squad Tents, you know, they’re big
tents. The Marines had them set up when we were going to be relieved, and we come
into this area. The Marines were going to break down their tents, and we were going to
put up ours. I told the First Sergeant, the Captain, I said, “Hey, we’re going to take over
these tents, they got ‘em up already. We got tents in the canvas bags, same as theirs,
same as theirs. Why don’t we give them the ones in the bags, then we don’t have to go
through all the trouble of putting the damn tents up and all that?” Captain looked at me,
“Hey, that’s a good idea. Come on, let’s do it.” We did it. The Marines said, “Fine,
sure.” Because, you know, that’s a lot of work, knocking them down and putting them
up, so that’s what we did. All the time after that we always had an area that we’d go into
that was just vacated by another outfit.
So, you were in the tents. What was your job responsibility when you were there?
What did you do? Were you… Did you do reconnaissance?
Well in the first place, when we first got there for the first couple of days you slept.
Because, like I said before, combat is a 24 hour affair so, no resting. Of course, every
night we had this Jap plane come along. They had an episode on M*A*S*H about that.
Brrr, brrrp, brrrp, brrp, brrp. There’s this North Korean plane coming down and every
once in awhile he’d drop a bomb by hand, you know. He never hit them. They had a big
building out there in the background there with a big target painted on it. They’d make
bets, well, the bomb landed twenty feet from there.
So you had something similar happen?
Yeah, that guy never hit anything. They called him Washing Machine Charlie, that’s it.
Every night, nine o’clock, he would come.
Mr. Thomas: They called him “Washing Machine Charlie?”
Yeah.
Mr. Thomas: Why’d they call him that?
Brrr, brrrr, brrrr.
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Mr. Thomas: Just the sound of the plane?
Yeah. But we wondered, how in the heck can he come there because that plane sounded
like it needed a good overhaul, new spark plugs, and a new this, you know, filters, what
have you. But, there he goes. See, the Jap Air Corps was limited after we knocked the
heck out of them in Midway, you know. That was the whole ball of wax right there for
the Japs, they were done.
Right.
At Guadalcanal they used to sneak them in at night, destroyers and submarines would
come in on the south end, no that’s the north end of the island, and bring them supplies
and whatever they needed and more fresh troops, you see. As far as I’m concerned, the
Japs were good fighters; they were good, but their leaders were a little too much for the
emperor, you know, die for the emperor. When you get a good position like we had at
that one good battle, we had machine guns, 60 millimeter mortars. We didn’t use the
heavy mortars, just the small ones because you didn’t have that much range, that far to
throw them. We had … rifles … rifleman, pulls out his sword, bonsai. Well, what do
you think we were going to do, get up and run? We just shot the heck out of them.
That’s wasting a lot of man power, killing a lot of people. If he’d have been a little
smarter, he’d have waited until it got dark at night and then decide to bonsai us and stuff
like that.
Yeah. What was your job on Guadalcanal?
At that time I was a Section Commander.
Section Commander?
I had my own squad. When this fellow came down with malaria, in fact, I had to take
over the whole platoon at one time. We all chipped in when we were … Whatever was
necessary, well, we did. Luckily, and I say this without being … because I made a
promise that any time I met a Girine, … The marines, they were good men to have on
your flank. You didn’t have to worry about infiltrators coming in. That’s more than I
can say about this one National Guard outfit from Boston, Boston, Chelsea and a couple
of other towns up there in the Boston area, The National Guard outfit. Oh, they could
march, oh like cadets. Now it’s a different story. Marching doesn’t mean a thing. Your
ability, what you can do, you don’t drop your rifles and run. Which they did, I tell you,
we had a heck of time then.
It sounds like, I know there’s some competition in the service, but it sounds like as
Army, you got along very well with the Marines.
We worked in cooperation with them because this Marine Major who was Navy
Intelligence, would come over and we would exchange, well, we called it overlay.
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Here’s your map, and you had a sheet of paper that fit over, but you could see right
through that paper to write whatever you wanted to write. Oh, we found up this valley,
we found a Jap Pill Box. He’s too camouflaged, too much dug in, you can’t get at him.
We had the Air Corp try it, came in and dive bomb him. If it wasn’t too far from the
coast, and we had a destroyer or cruiser out there, we’d try to get them to throw shells
and that, but it was an impossible position. So, “Hey, be careful when you get up that
way.” We worked pretty good in conjunction with them. Hey, we got along quite well
with them. And he’s a fellow who says to me, “John,” he says, “are you guys taking any
prisoners?” I smiled at him, I says, “Major, you got a weapon with you?” He says,
“No.” “(Whistle) Come here.” I got a rifle from one of the fellows, it was fully loaded.
“Come on, let’s go.” We went out about, oh maybe, twenty yards at the most, a little
ravine, what’s laying in there? Four young men, Marines. I swear not one of them was
over twenty, twenty-one; they were all young, eighteen, nineteen years old. Mutilated. I
mean … You saw bullet holes in them, naturally, that’s what killed them. But, why
mutilate them? Come on, you’re being an animal when you do things like that. I says,
“Now you tell your Marines.” And they know about it, this outfit, about their men being
mutilated. They’re not going to take any prisoners. It was hard for them to …, for Army,
the bosses, you know, the head men to realize. Oh, yeah, it’s easy for them to give
orders, but fulfilling that order, that’s something else again. You know what I mean?
Right, right.
But, we overcame that in time.
How many men did you have reporting to you? How many men were under your
command?
Let’s see, a squad is six men, a Corporal, that’s seven, twenty-one, sometimes twentyeight men at the most. It would have been more than that if one of the officers got hurt or
were down with malaria. A lot of times malaria hit these soldiers. You know, that was a
son of a gun. You had to take your Adavin …, your malaria pill every day. Our First
Sergeant was quite a guy. He made sure, “Here, open up.” He made sure that you
swallowed it, too.
Was there anything that happened with you and your men when you went out, when
you were in combat that you want to share with us? Any events that you want to
share?
Well, a lot of scouting. You see, my outfit we were basically a scouting outfit. We were
filling in the line wherever they needed men, too. You know, if a company lost quite a
few men, well, we’d help, fill the holes up. A lot of times you run across groups of two
or three Japs, but there were just sucker bait. You know what I mean, just bait, you
know, oh yeah. But you have to look a little further into the jungle, there might be stash
in there with machine guns and what have you, and then you’d have trouble. But jungle
fighting is almost down to man to man, you know what I mean. It isn’t a whole Army
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group like in photographs I’ve seen of the Germans fighting at the Battle of the Bulge,
and that was a whole regiment or division fighting, you know, and tanks fighting other
tanks. No, there was none of that.
Doesn’t work in the jungle.
Wouldn’t work. The Marines had a tank unit in Guadalcanal. I’m thinking, my wife’s
cousin was in the Marines, and he was in five major invasions. Guadalcanal,
Bougainville …Tarawa…Iwo Jima and Tinian … I think. … Not a scratch. With tanks.
You know they’d pull in with tanks. But the Japs had nothing in the way of mobility
with tanks that would harm us.
Were there casualties in your group?
A few, not too many. Luckily my outfit had very, very few fellows get hit by rifle fire. I
got hurt. There’s a difference between being hurt and being wounded.
How did you get hurt?
Well, as we were pushing up, we were in like say, hilly, a little hilly, and we were
coming up and there was one treacherous area there, the Seabees built bridges, you know,
wooden, logs and that you know, so we could drive … And this one fellow brought up a
big roll of telephone wire that we were going to stretch it, you know. I told him, “Don’t
drive the Jeep over the skylugs …” He was from West Virginia, a smart alec, “Damn
Yankees don’t know nothin’.” He was still fighting the Civil War. (Laughter) I was
with another fellow, from my neighborhood, too. His name was Louis DeGraim. And
we walked out and I says, “I think we better pull that wire. Leave that big roll on the
other side, feed it out and bring it down to about this area and right in here is where we’ll
hook up the radio (telephone, I mean).” Going back to our outfit. And jerk brings it up,
the jeep … Well, the damage was done. But Jap sniper spotted out there somewhere , ah
… Loose bearings and so on. Oh, the shells come flying, I mean, oh, they come flying.
And that mortar can really throw a lot of shrapnel, a pretty good size shell. And lo and
behold, I had to dive down in the, it was like a little gully, you might say, a lot of
shrubbery down there, caught my leg, twisted all to heck. I thought I broke my leg, but
no. Tore the muscles and the ligaments in the leg. I’ve got a scar here. It still bothers
me, but I have to be very careful, you know, how I walk.
Mr. Thomas: John, you’re showing us surgical scars?
Pardon.
Mr. Thomas: Are you showing us surgical scars there on your knee?
Pardon.
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Are those from surgery?
Yeah, that’s a knee replacement, you know. What are you going to do? You see, it’s not
a wound, it’s an injury, there’s a difference. Of course, I’m not like this Senator Peridy,
Perry, claiming… Every day you have a Daily Report: So many men absent, so many
men wounded, so many men sick, so many men on duty, this that and the other thing. So
that’s it, the Morning Report. The First Sergeant signs it, all three sergeants of a platoon,
that’s the only time sergeants are saluted. The sergeant stepped up, salutes the First
Sergeant, “First Platoon, present and accounted, First Sergeant,” and he returns the salute.
Second Platoon, Third Platoon. Then he takes that report, goes to the Captain. “Captain,
the Company is formed and accounted for.” If there was a man Absent Without Leave,
he’d report it. That goes, every day that has to be done. “We encountered the enemy
today.” “So many men got hurt, so many men got wounded, and we estimate that we
killed so many enemy.” As close as you can. If you’re wrong by two or whatever,
nobody worries about that, but as long as you try to figure how many of them. Now,
when you’re on a ship in the Navy, every day the Log has to be made out by the Captain,
“We were here.” Give the bearings wherever they were, so much latitude, so much
longitude. Were fired upon by enemy, we returned the fire, and so forth. One man was
wounded, nobody wounded and so on. Not one page of all the time he was in the Navy
on that ship, that patrol ship at the mouth of the river, so no ammunition or food is
smuggled into the enemy, not once were they in combat. How can he get the Purple
Heart, Bronze Star and Silver Star? You know why? Politics. He’s a Congressman. At
that time he was a Congressman. He met a newspaper correspondent from New York
that he knows and so on. You want to look good when you’re back in the States, looking
on how it looks on your record. Now, Oh, War Hero. You know who picked up on that?
The Veterans of Foreign Wars, by hook or crook they got the data on all them, on them
daily reports on the ship and they found out that never once was he wounded. Scratched
his finger somehow, yeah.
Your knee.
My left knee.
Your left knee is the one that was wounded. Were you taken to a hospital there?
Yeah, I was taken to a Field Hospital, but they put like a small walking cast on it to hold
it together until I was shipped to … As a matter of fact, I stayed with the outfit until we
went aboard ship, and from there we went to Fiji when the combat was finished.
So, you went back into combat with that knee?
Yeah.
The wounded knee.
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But I didn’t participate in anything …
O.K. So you were still there but you…?
I just made sure that we had … I handled the communications end, you know.
You handled non-combat types of roles?
Yes.
Tell us about those? You said communications and things?
Yeah, well, I called … If we had to call back for mortar fire, because the mortars were
behind us, the heavy mortars. Or, if I think we needed more ammunition, machine guns,
machine gun shells, rifles or hand grenades, whatever we needed. We’d always keep in
touch, me and our headquarters.
So how long were you doing that type of work before you left?
Oh, probably, I imagine it was just a little better than a month. We had the Japs kaput,
you know. Then we could bring the jeeps across because we were on ??? not too much
hills or mountains and no creeks and water to go across. We went up with our anti tank
guns into position which we didn’t have on the main line because you couldn’t bring the
darn things across. Then we set up a barricade there that the Japs couldn’t… They had
been pushed back in a pocket, they were through.
So you said it was about a month after you got …?
Climb in a jeep and went along.
So, what happened after that month? You said you went to Fiji?
Then we packed up, and then we had a dedication of the graves and so on and so forth.
We formed up in our platoons and companies and all the outfits, and then we had the
Chaplains. All Chaplains of all the outfits got together and we had a ceremony even the
islanders. They played taps and fired… That was it. The next day we went back and
went to Fiji. Then I went to the hospital there.
How long were you in Fiji?
Well, I was on Fiji roughly about a month and a half. They decided they didn’t have the
proper equipment and stuff to perform the operation. It was a knee operation. They
shipped me on a hospital ship that had a lot of Marines on it and Army men. Even then, I
was able to get around. Hell, I wound up helping the Corpsman on the ship because I
was mobile to a point. I couldn’t run or chase after a chicken. Still, I helped pick up ????
Of course, that ship, we had
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Do the same type of zig-zaging, right.
That was a good size ship and it could move quick. We went from Fiji to Somoa. Then I
got the surprise of my life.
What was that?
We pulled in, here are the natives of the island, barefooted, had green clothes on, cut off
at the knee, barefooted, playing “Ta ta da da da da a da da…” for the Marines. We
couldn’t believe it.
Laughter.
There was quite a few sick there. They had elephantitis and beri-beri and all their glands
would… Oh, my God. Goiters is something of the past because we found out that
iodine, a few drops of iodine and liquids and that and iodine salt …
Would help that, right.
I’ve seen that years ago. That’s what they looked like. The glands here and under the
arm pit would all swell and other places, too. Believe me, oh, God, it was just unreal
how it affected different parts of their body. That was pretty rough. So we had them and
they were all stretcher cases.
So this is in Somoa?
Went across, went back home and we landed in San Diego and got rid of all the Marines,
and we went up to San Francisco, and the rest of us went to Percy Jones, Battle Creek,
Michigan. No, I went to … General Hospital, that’s right, that’s in San Francisco. Then
when they diagnosed your case, malaria cases they would send up north away from heat,
you know. Orthopedic case, in my case, were sent to Battle Creek, Michigan, that’s
where I wound up.
Before we talk about your discharge, just talk a little bit about when you were still
on Guadalcanal or some of the other areas. What did you do for a break? What
did you do for a little recreation?
Well, we had none, let me put it that way, you know.
Mr. Thomas: John, for instance, did the USO ever have shows out where you were?
In Fiji they had a lot of USO and the Red Cross had a … they called them a … not a
shack, you know a … and there we had movies. If you were able to get around, and I
was able to hop along like Hop-A-Long Cassidy. I did have a cane I just had the cast and
I had to watch, be careful how I went. Here I’m sitting there; I’m opening this for a
reason. Here I start itching, right?
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Just your whole upper body, huh?
We’re watching this movie, The Pride of the Yankees,” Gary Cooper, right?
Mr. Thomas: Lou Gehrig.
Guy had crutches, tapped me on the shoulder, of course, he called me a few choice
words, … I thought, “What the heck. What’s the matter with you?”
I said, “I don’t know, I’m being bit up.” He says, “Well, possibilities, you developed a
rash, or you got pediculosis pubis.”
“What in the hell is that?” Body Lice. Known in some cases it’s called the crabbes. He
was right, but they’re very transferable. In other words, if I’m in a bed and you come
along and you help change the bed, and it gets in your clothes. You can probably catch
it, too.
Yeah.
Which led to repercussions. Alright, the movie’s over. I went over to the shack, you
could buy, I’ll have a smoke occasionally, I don’t give a damn. Seventy years ago
somebody said, “They’ll stop you from growing.” … Anyway I bought a pack of
cigarettes and I went back to the ward. This nurse, she came from Georgia, she was a,
oh, she was a cute little one. “Georgia,” I says, “I’m being bit up like you don’t believe.”
“Alright,” she says, “Open up.” So she pulls the screens over and I opened up and she
takes a little mirror that I had there on the table and puts it on there. The darn thing is
moving. She says, “See that?” I said, “What the heck is it?” That’s when she says,
“Pediculosis Pubis.” Now this kid must’ve heard that. She took her finger nail and killed
it. She says, “Well, what we have to do is, I’ll get the Corpsman, he’ll shave you all the
way down from your knees all the way up to your arm pits and then some.” So in the
bunk next to me is a Sergeant Major called Ben Hooker from New Zealand, a Sergeant
Major. Somehow he developed problems, medically, and he’s in the hospital. Hell of a
nice (guy). Oh, I had a lot of fun with him. So, he says, “Hi mate.” You know
Australians. He says, “I see you got the Galloping Dominos.”
Laughter.
He’d heard it, heck, he couldn’t help but hear. The ward man comes in with a cart and I
said, “Cris, you slip …” And he shaved the whole cabula. They put that, it’s like a
bluish fluid.
Blue ointment.
If that didn’t kill ‘em, nothing will. So, Hook and I were having fun. He says, “Well,
Lad,” he says, “Which one of these young maidens were you fooling around with?”
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Laughter
… mess with you guys. “Well,” he says, “You Yanks are like the English said.” And he
heard about it … “Over paid, over sexed and all that jazz.”
Mr. Thomas

And over here.

Yeah, yeah. We laughed about that. I says, “You know when it is when the football
game when they have the squares?”
Mr. Thomas

Like a lottery?

Yeah.
Mr. Thomas

A pool.

Yeah, that’s it, a pool. I says, “Hey, if the nurses catch it. It’s possible. Somebody has
to shave the nurses.”
Laughter
How about if we start a pool? … in trouble but we didn’t know it at the time. You know,
try again? Yeah. He says, “You’re the kind of guy that thinks about things.”
I says, “Yeah, what the hell, we’ll make money, and we’ll give it to the Red Cross
because the Red Cross, if you need anything, you got it free, you know, razors,
toothpaste, all that stuff. “It’s an idea.” “O.K.” So we got hold of one of the guys and
somehow he got hold of some cardboard and we put the squares on. I said, “Well, what
will we use for the, you know, who wins it then?” The rugby games in Australia, the
results still come over the radio? He says, “Yeah.” Short wave, you know. O.K. Five
bucks a square. If you win, you get to shave the nurses. Word got around. We had guys
from different wards come over, “Yeah, I’ll play.” Who the hell finds out, a jackass
Colonel of the hospital, head man, big blue headed jerk from somewhere in Jersey where
he had that damn East Coast accent. He walks in with a couple of MP’s. “You bunch of
so and so and so and so’s. What the hell you doing? A bunch of animals… I says, “Hey,
we’re just having fun. The winner could be any one guy, but we’ll give him a couple of
bucks to keep him happy, but the rest of the money we were going to give to the Red
Cross. We knew damn well they wouldn’t let us do that. What the hell. But still, the
idea behind it was funny, what the hell, so we had fun selling those damn things, too.
Oh, it went like you wouldn’t believe. He put us under arrest. The MP’s were… and if
we had to go to the john, the MP had to go right with you. You went in… and even when
we went to eat until, a two star general comes in, but he was a New Zealander. He comes
to visit this Sergeant Major. Sergeant Major is a good rank. He told him that we were
under arrest. “What?” “What for? You guys are bedridden. How the hell can you …?

25

End of Tape 1
Tape 2
We’re picking up where John was telling us about being put under arrest for their
betting pool.
So, the nurses knew about it; you know, they knew we weren’t going to do that. It was a
good inducement for these guys to make some money. So, this two star general came in
from the New Zealand island and he got a hold of that general and he must have chewed
his ears for him and told him, “There’s no reason to arrest these guys; get those MP’s the
hell out of there.” So, right away, he comes over and that was the end of that. I never
saw Blue Net after that. He used to come around once in a while but, you know, no sense
of humor. Well, that’s what kept us going a lot.
A sense of humor.
I still say that. That’s what kept us going a lot of times when things got hot and heavy
and you lost friends. Because two guys that shared the same pup tent and ate together
and going on pass together and all that business in service and so they get to be the best
of friends. And some of them, years after that, they’re still friends. So, you know,
having a good sense of humor and joking or teasing each other…
That was important.
Yeah. See now, they had a nick name for me.
Oh, yeah, what was that?
They called my Hoppy. Hauptmann, Hoppy. Most of the guys had nick names, you
know.
Were there any other incidents that you want to tell us about before you came
home?
Well, I think we’ve covered the whole caboodle.
O.K. When you left the hospital, you said you went back by train, did you go back
by train from San Francisco?
Yeah, we went by train first to, first to Battle Creek, Michigan. Well, no, when I was still
in San Francisco, that’s right, those doctors said well, “Get up and walk a little bit.” I
was kind of hesitant, you know, I says, “Because hurts.” He says, “I know it hurts, but
walk.” So I walked. And here I’m on the grounds, and I had two young ladies approach
me of course with their uniforms, and I noticed that one had a silver bar, and that’s a First
Lieutenant, and one had a gold bar and that’s a Second Lieutenant. The First Lieutenant
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had a medical insignia, the other one had a WAC. I didn’t know what the hell that was. I
said, “What is that?” She says, “That’s Women’s Army Corps, a WAC.” I heard of that,
of course, but I wouldn’t give her the satisfaction.” Just tease them. I says, “Well, what
the heck is that?” She says, “It’s the Women’s Army Corps.” I said, “Well, do you know
how to handle a rifle or a machine gun or anything like that?” “No, well, we’ve got other
duties.” Well, I said, “I’m not going to ask what they are.” You know, I was kind of
surprised, that was the first WAC I’d ever met. I’d heard of them, but I wouldn’t give her
the satisfaction. I wouldn’t salute them either. … I says, “You’re on a hospital area.”
Saluting was on the base. “Bye.” Well, I was in civilian clothes, you know, I did some
walking. I saw a little bit of San Francisco, and what I saw I liked, you know. I’ve been
back there twice. I was there three times. Last one was at a convention. I had more fun
there, Oh, God, we had a lot of fun. I don’t have… I had one, I don’t know, it must have
loosened up and fell off. But it was, see with the Golden Gate. Now this is, of course,
yeah, New Orleans.
John is showing us his…
That one of course with the boots is Texas. What else I got? Oh, yeah, this one here is,
no this is New York. New York, New York.
John is showing us the pins on his cap from the Disabled American Veterans.
Well, see, this is the Australian flag.
Right.
And that is my Division insignia.
O.K.
That’s the Southern Cross.
Mr. Thomas: John, I also noticed on that side of the cap…
This is, my outfit is considered a cavalry outfit. I have the crossed sabers, see.
John is showing us his Veteran’s Cap, and I noticed one of the insignia on there is
one that’s very much respected and very sought after. It’s the Combat Infantry
Badge.
Yeah, that’s the Combat Infantry Badge, yeah, I have that, yeah.
Do you have any other details you want to describe about that?
Well, if you’re in combat and you use a rifle in combat and you’re there for at least a
month or so, you’re eligible for it, you know.
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Mr. Thomas: Thank you.
Well, you know, I mean, whoppee, so I got one. So, I lost the other one from, what was
it I lost, from San Francisco, yeah. Who know, well, I’m not going to make a fuss about
it. Of course, I helped the Chaplain occasionally, that’s why I have this here.
The Cross, right?
Well, I got three combat status.
O.K.
Yeah, if you were in the general area, you’d get them, whoppee, you know, hurray. The
American Flag. This young lady here in the picture, that one there, she makes these.
With the pins, yeah.
Her name is Blanch, Blanch Rolwell, something like that. I haven’t seen her in a while,
God, I used to bump into her quite a bit. I always tease her. I says, “Well, I’ve had the
same wife for fifty-eight,” no that was fifty-five years, a couple of years ago when I told
her that. I says, “I’m ready for a new model, are you available?” “Oh, she says,
“anytime.”
Laughter. Well, let’s talk about how you got back home. You left San Francisco,
you went to Battle Creek, and where were you finally discharged?
Battle Creek, Michigan.
In Battle Creek?
Yeah. That’s when I met these fellows from General Motors. All of us were just about
on the verge of being discharged.
So you were still in the Army at that point?
The … was from my division, but he was with that North Dakota outfit, and I don’t
know… Oh, this young lad here lost his, of all things, he’s a drummer in a band, lost his
right hand. You can see his artificial hand. He was a heck of a nice guy. Nice kid, but
all of us were discharged shortly after that.
Where were you discharged in Battle Creek? What was the name of the camp?
No. We were discharged right from there.
Just right from there?
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Yeah, right from the hospital, yeah.
Did somebody meet you, or did you just go home?
Well, my folks came down to see me, but through the grapevine they heard, oh, he lost
his leg, but they didn’t know that I just banged it up. I had torn all the ligaments and the
cartilage and all of that. And they were assuming the fact that… And here they walked
in the hospital door, I knew they were coming, and here I come walking. My father says,
“I thought you lost your leg. I thought you’d be out ….. But, you know, goofy
rumors….
And when you were discharged, your discharge papers show you as a corporal,
right?
Yeah.
But you said and you told us you were a Sergeant.
You see now, because of the training that we had, there would have to be a General Court
Martial to take the Corporal stripes away from me. …
Do you want to tell us the story, because we weren’t taping when you told us the
story before? We weren’t taping when you told us the story that you had been a
Sergeant and your discharge papers don’t show that.
Well, that’s because I was with that goofy medical outfit, I got cricked into the head. But
what are you going to do? You know, you gotta take things in stride. You can’t win all
the card games. I like to play a little poker every once in a while, and I noticed that
sometimes I’ve got three of a kind, and some guys got a better hand than I have – boom.
Mr. Thomas: John, what Deborah was referring to and, if you would, I’d like you
to share it for historical purposes. This is the story about when a Brigadier General
wanted you to get out there and get him some souvenirs, and that’s what caused the
issue with your demotion. Do you mind sharing that?
No, I don’t mind, I’ll tell you.
So, if you could tell us the story again just so we can get it on tape.
All right. You see, just because they’re officers, that doesn’t necessarily make them
gentlemen. That’s why they say officer and a gentleman.
Mr. Thomas: Well, it sounded very unfair, and I thought it would be nice to have
this in the record.
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Because some of them are arrogant from the word go, and the most arrogant officers you
ever want to meet were some of the French.
Mr. Thomas: But in this particular instance
The German, of course, the German officers are noted for that. Ah, fer sveinhunts, they
would clobber you, oh.
Mr. Thomas: But what about in this incident? He was an American officer.
Yeah, he was an American officer.
Mr. Thomas: Would you tell that story, please?
You mean how I tangled with him?
Mr. Thomas & Deborah: Yes, exactly.
Deborah: Yes.
Well, like I say, we just came back from this small patrol. We encountered a few Japs,
we fired at them; I think we killed two of them.
This is at Guadalcanal?
Yeah. Because of the fact that I thought there were more Japs coming, which I was right.
Vacated the premises, we went back to our line. And lo and behold one of the…because
this one Sergeant was now with malaria, I took charge of the platoon, and the Lieutenant
was down with malaria, too, so I took care of the platoon. So actually, I’m in command
of the platoon. So, when we got back, one of the fellas said to me, “Hoppy, there’s a
general over here wants to see you. You’re in charge,” he says. So I went over to see
him. I asked him what he wanted. He was a little put out because I didn’t salute him or
say sir to him; we don’t do that up in combat because if somebody hears you out there,
you never know. They might throw a … well we got communications behind the line,
they’d throw a mortar shell in there or else fire a couple of rounds from his rifle, you
know, who knows? And I says, “You’re going to draw fire. You’re in a full kaki
uniform and we’re all in fatigues.” You know, combat fatigues. “Well,” he says, in a
sort of arrogant snotty way. That’s what set me off. “I want you to take a couple of men
and go out there and get me a couple of souvenirs.” That’s all I had to hear. I absolutely
refused. I told him, “Get the heck back out of here. You’re not even a combat officer.
You’re a medical officer, and you’re giving me orders to do something that puts us in
danger?” I says, “Hell, no.” So I got a couple of the other fellas to take him back behind
the lines. And I said, “If he gives you any trouble, you got a rifle,” I said, “cold cock
him.” He was a schnook. And he looked me up. Somehow he must have asked my
name and what outfit and so on and got a hold of the MPs and drew it up. Oh, yeah,
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gross insubordination. They don’t know, so they write it up. Had they known, they
probably would have said, “Well, hey, you’re on your own,” you know, “You got no
business being up there in the first place,” which was the case… But, because I used a
little harsh language, that’s what happened, see.
Mr. Thomas: I think you told us before the interview, when you told the story, your
Colonel did go to bat for you.
Yeah, my Colonel did go to bat for me but then again, he had to give in to him somewhat,
you know.
Mr. Thomas: Because of the rank.
That’s why it says on your discharge, “Excellent Character, because your Colonel
went to bat for you.
Otherwise I’d have had a bad record, sure, sure.
Mr. Thomas: Well, thank you John. I thought that was a very interesting story to
show some of the things that can happen even in a combat zone.
Well, you know, there’s times when some of these officers, they, supposedly be officers.
You know, that’s one reason why I wear a long sleeve shirt, yeah, I got one on right now.
But you know, I will never do this. And I said I’ll never do it in a million years because
of this schnook. Not buttoned. You know why?
Why?
I learned in Camp Forest Tennessee, this young lady, was a nurse, and I keep on ... oh,
she was an owl. I dated her up, I’m an enlisted man, but she’s in civilian clothes. This is
way before Pearl Harbor was bombed, too. So, you know, we bent the rules a little bit,
you know, officers could do whatever the heck they wanted. She was an officer. In fact,
she was a First Lieutenant. Her father, came from Chicago, you know, up here in
Chicago. He had a car agency, and he gave her a good, a very good Chevrolet, good car,
good …, used car but a good car. And she had it in our parking lot of our company. And
we were in formation, you know.
Right.
O.K. And First Sergeant says, “O.K. fellas, come on,” give us passes for the weekend
and so on and so forth. That was a Friday. Then we’d get Friday and Saturday, but we’d
have to be back by Monday morning. All right, so he gives me the pass, and she comes
over, we start walking toward her car. And that officer, not my platoon, he was in the
second platoon, I was in the first platoon. He got walking along with us. “Soldier!” he
says. “Yes, sir.” He’s got it in for me. He says, “You’re out of uniform.” My first
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Sergeant, he was, that man was in the Army, oh, twenty-five, twenty-six years. And, you
know, he was in World War I, as a very young man, but he was still in World War I.
Now, we’re World War II coming up, he was still our First Sergeant; he knew his
business, believe me. Lo and behold, he says, “You’re out of uniform.” I knew that if
our First Sergeant gave you a pass, you were tick-tock, nothing to mess around with. So,
I says… Then she says, her name was Dolores. Dolores piped up and said, “You know,
Lieutenant we have, I have a sewing kit in the car, well …” “Young lady, I’m not talking
to you, I’m talking to him. Mind your own business; this is between him and I. Growl,
grrr.” You know. Well, she backed off. I don’t know if he knew that she was a nurse or
not, but I think maybe he might have. But I didn’t know served this up. Here that damn
thing was caught by a, just a thread, you know what I mean how a loose, loose…
Whoopee, big deal, out of uniform. He made me go back and change my
Change your shirt?
Shirt. So, the First Sergeant saw me and said, “I thought I gave you a pass.” I said, “You
did Sergeant.” But I told him what happened, and I showed him the shirt. He went out
there and he said, “That jackass, I’ll fix him one of these days.” And he did a couple of
times. He told us guys, he said, “Hey, anytime you want to come out in the boondocks
with me, and I’ll take off my shirt with the stripes, you take off your bars, and if I go to
work on you, you’re going to wind up in the hospital.” But anyway, I said, “If I ever get
out of the damn service, alive. Because I knew that we were heading for the war, you
know. Pearl Harbor wasn’t bombed yet, but I knew that somehow we’d get into it. I
said, “Remember that time I wore a long sleeve shirt, there it is, no buttons, I don’t give a
damn.

Part 6: Life After the Service
When you got home, you got out of the service and you got home, what did you do
those first couple of days? What was it like?
Well, I was a butcher. No, no, here she is. There’s another picture.
With the rum table? I think he took it to scan it.
Mr. Thomas: Joe took that one to scan it because we thought we might be talking
about it.
No, I’m talking about this young lady at the table that we’re eating.
Yes, it’s downstairs being scanned.
She’s the one that’s sitting right across from me. Her name is Ruth. That’s the one I
went to visit. They lived in, what the heck is that suburb of Detroit? Well, there’s a
priest called Father Coughlin had the Shrine of Little Theresa there in the town. I’m
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trying to think of the name of it. Right outside of Detroit. There’s like Chicago, Cicero.
She was there. Spent a week with her. Then I found out that she was …
Mr. Thomas: How did you meet her, John?
She was married to this guy in the Air Corps and that’s ….
Mr. Thomas: How did you meet her?
She was one of the Red Cross workers. They were all volunteers. All those ladies were
volunteers. And there’s one whose husband was the vice-president of a Copco
Corporation which did a lot of work for the Navy and that, making boilers that converted
salt water to fresh water, you know. And then they were Seabright. And I used to call her
Sea Biscuit because at that time Sea Biscuit …. And oh, she was a, she liked it. But she
had a married son that was in the Navy.
Mr. Thomas: But you told us off record about how you found out that she was
married. Do you want to tell that again about the napkins?
Well, yeah, we were having a luncheon and she said, “Get napkins from the dresser.” I
opened the drawer, there’s a picture. Mmm. Her and her husband who was in the Air
Corps. And of all places he wound up in Burma, India. I found that out. Before I left I
said, “Where the heck is he based at?” Burma, India.
So, besides meeting this young lady and having a week before you found out she was
married.
I got back home and my Mother and Dad said, “Where the heck did you go? You were
gone for a week?” I said, “Well, this gal ran around.” Well, in German a Yakutz is just
like having a bird dog, you know, a hunting dog. That’s what you would call a young
man that’s out chasing young lady, you see.
So that’s what you did when you got out of the service. (laughing)
Yeah, I yakutz. Well, I had good parents. I’m proud of the fact that they came to this
country by the quota system. They didn’t jump aboard over the illegals. And I was about
six years old, I believe, when my Father got his citizenship papers. Had a party, a lot of
Germans and Hungarians and all the neighbors and that. And we all had wine. That was
during the Prohibition, the start of Prohibition. And my Dad and … had a drink. And my
Dad took his fork and hit the glass, “From now on, we no sprectkenzie Deutche in this
house, we are Americans, and here are my citizenship papers.” He was proud of it. Well,
they went to school at Tilden High School on Tuesdays and Thursdays to learn English
and how to read and write. Finally, my Dad didn’t buy the German newspaper the
Aubenpost or Sunday they called it the Soldatpost. And he bought the American, I think
it was the Herald American, I think it was. And then they went out of business and we
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used to buy the Tribune all the time. They were proud of the fact that they were citizens.
But these illegals...
So, when you came back and you settled down a little bit, did you go to school, did
you go back to work? What did you do?
Well, I went into sales.
For what kind of company? What kind of sales?
Electrical supplies. We’d get the blueprint of this place, you know, that was in the form
of being built or the architects get their design and everything. And all the electrical
outfits, maybe one of them would be noted down and all the plugs and controls and
service coming in and all the boxes and all the different … And I’d write all that down
and that’s, a year later, I met, doing the same kind of work, I met, that’s how I met my
wife.
Tell us how you met her.
She worked for the Army Ordinance. Their office was downtown on Polk, Polk and …
but just a block, let’s say a block north of Polk Street. That’s where their office was.
And it was Army Ordinance, ordering rifle pins and parts and all the different parts of the
machine guns and all that, whatever had to be ordered. They’d order it for different
companies. And the war was still going on when I, I mean, I was just about getting…
Doing my job and that and I used to bump in there. And my sister told me, “You know, I
met a girl that I think you know who her cousin is.” Carl Tieber, that’s the Marine who
went through five invasions during World War II. And I says, “Yeah, I know Carl.” And
so on. And my sister says, “Well, her name is Betty.” Oh. And she says, “I think you
met her a couple of times going to work.” I used to go under the Fifty-nine Union, you
see, I moved from Twenty-Sixth Street. I used to go Fifty-ninth street, take the street cars
to Wentworth Avenue, get off, go up there and get the Elevated and go down to the Loop
and that would take it right just a couple of blocks where I worked at. Then I got talking
to her and we, you know we’d scoot back and forth. Sometimes I’d meet her on the way
home, not too often, but once in a great while. But going to work in the morning, I’d
always bump into her. And I says, “I see you talking to my sister, Rosie.” “Oh, is that
your sister?” I says, “Yeah.” So that’s how we got talking. Then one day I mentioned
the fact that I knew Carl, that’s her cousin. “Oh, you know my cousin, Carl, ….” They
had a German-Hungarian background, too, same as my Dad did. And they had … Bundt.
Now Bundt means club. Of course, in America Bundt was a no-no during World War II
with the Heinies, … and so on. But that means German American … Club. And my
Dad belonged to it, and so did some of these other people, you know. That’s how, you
know the German Hungarians, you know. So, … the war was over now and lo and
behold, Betty mentioned the fact that this was going to be her last week at work and that
… I says, “Well, they’re phasing it out, the war’s over and so on.” And I said, “Why
don’t you come with me to my outfit?” I said, “If you know, … going to your work, but
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the heck if you’re going to be late, it don’t make a damn bit of difference. Come with
me, and I’ll talk to my office manager.” Sure enough, I took her in and introduced her to
my office manager. We were not too far from where she was, maybe about three and a
half, four blocks, at the most. And lo and behold, and after you know, I leave her in there
in the office, they stayed in the office for a while, and I went back and she had a couple
of messages, phone calls to make. And that’s …. A couple of blue prints that I had to
work on and so forth. Here she comes out of the office, smiling, comes over. “I got the
job,” she says, “yeah.” I says, “Well, what are you going to do?” “Well, maybe I’ll like
it, maybe I won’t.” I says, “ Well, what is it?” “Be your secretary.” (Laughter) My
aching back. Oh, we used to fight. Now if you… Let me have your pen a minute. Now,
real fast, you know sometimes you could write a three that almost looks like an eight.
Oh, I was figuring out the, you know, I was, the cost. It’s a proposal for the job now, we
were putting a bid on this job. And I, eight, so and so. “Ya, Kraut head,” she said.
“What do you want, you damn honky?” “What is that, a three or an eight?” “It’s an
eight.” “Looks like a three to me, ya…” “Shut up, I’ll give ya a…” Oh, we used to go
to it. But that…
And then you married her, huh?
Well, one time I told her, “I’m really getting mad at you. I’m going to give you a … like
you don’t believe me.” She says, “You put a hand on me and your going to have to talk
to my lawyers.” “Lawyers?” She says, “Yeah. The law firm of Sodom and Gomorrah.”
“Hoooo.” It wasn’t too long after that that I says, “You know, I enjoy fighting with you.”
(Laughter)
Mr. Thomas: Let’s get married.
“Let’s get married.”
Mr. Thomas: What year did you get married, John?
That’s fifty-eight years.
Wow. Do you have kids?
Yeah, I raised four girls. My three daughters, the oldest one is Carol, second one is
Diane, Barbara, my niece and my Godchild. But the last two were of tragedies,
somebody died.
And you took them in your home?
Yeah.
Obviously we know that you belong to a Veterans organization, Disabled Veterans
of America. You told us you …
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I belong to the Veterans of Foreign Wars, too.
O.K.
I belong to the Am Vets.
O.K.
Am Vets, American Legion, and VFW.
The four organizations.
Oh, I’ve been pestered by the Catholic American War Veterans, Jewish American
Veterans, no kidding, and a couple of others. I said, “Hey, come on, how many outfits
can I go to?” Come on then.
So beside these formal organizations, do you still keep in touch with any of the
people you met during the war, any of your war buddies?
Well, you gotta remember now that a lot of the fellas that were in World War II were in
rough combat and got up over eighty and said, “Oh, good-bye birdies.” You know. Of
my outfit I have six hundred, eleven people as of ’03. Three, four, five, right?
Mmmm – (Affirmative)
Since then, I’ve had forty-eight members bye-bye. So, you know what I mean.
Yeah.
Take a look at the, if you buy the Sunday Tribune, look at the obituaries, oh, you see the
flags all over the place. So, they’re knocking off.
But you did keep in touch with some of these people through the years?
Yeah, some of them. The fellas from my neighborhood, old neighborhood, yes. I’m the
only survivor there. Of the eight guys that went in, would you believe only one of them
got killed in the service? Ed Weaver his name was. Good kid. Come from, where is that
now? Gulfport, Mississippi. He had a drawl a mile long like a trombone, you know. Oh,
heck … But a good soldier. He was at First Battalion Headquarters attachment of the
132nd Infantry. And I’ll never forget, he got to be First Sergeant. But he got killed by
mortar fire … bang bang. Nice, nice guy. Twins, Joe Klein and Frank Klein, they lived
on 27th Street, they’re both gone. That’s Ed Weaver, that’s three. The two Francis
brothers, they’re gone, and Louis and Lloyd DeGrain, yeah, that’s seven guys and me,
who of course make eight. They’re gone. Not that I am the younger of the bunch.
That’s something you got no choice in, isn’t it?
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Right.
And you know, I always say that, it’s true. You know, that’s the big equalizer. You
know why?
Everybody, it happens to everybody.
There’s a gentleman by the name of Rockefeller, millions and millions of dollars and he
used to pay young ladies to get breast milk.
No.
Believe it or not, I’m telling you that’s a fact. That’s recorded, that’s history. You can’t
get away from that. And he, you know, that kept him going for just not too many years
longer than his expectancy was. They figured he’d knock off by eighty-five, he went
almost to ninety-something. Eventually, he went down the drain, too, millions of bucks
didn’t….

Part 7: Conclusion
Well, John, before we wrap it up here, are there any other stories or any other
incidents you’d like to tell us about?
Well, there’s a couple of times I remember, we were under heavy fire, and I mean were
duggered in, I mean, thank God, we really dug in. And somebody hollered, “You know,
Goddamnit, you can killed in a goofy place like this.” (Laughter) We all kind of
laughed, but you know, that took the tension off being there. Something like that, it’s just
enough to break the tension, I guess.
Back to that sense of humor.
We were under heavy, heavy fire.
How do you feel that your wartime service and all those experiences, how do you
think those affected your life?
Well, like I said when somebody asked me about this, you know, you never feel the
same.
That’s from the dedication.
Yeah, you lose a very good friend. And then to see those Marines that were all chopped
up, that effects you to the point where, you know, I’ll tell you, in a lot of ways, it even
makes you more religious than what you were.
More religious?
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Yeah, sure. That’s why I’m, I got this, I’m helping the Chaplain. I’ll be in the service,
it’s the Holy Name, The Holy Name Society that all the parishes in Chicago, a couple
from the suburbs are going to meet up, where is it, a couple blocks this side of, East of
Cicero by about forty-eight hundred North somewhere, I forget where its at. But anyway,
we’re meeting at one of the parishes up there. That’ll be in July, and that’s a conclave of
all the parishes throughout the city. So I’m involved in that outfit. And I’ll bring up one
of the gifts, you know, one by one the gifts will be brought up at the end of the service.
And then when they’re asking, the Petitions, you know, like we pray for peace and all
that, I even got a piece in English that I’m going to have to transcribe in German, and I’m
going to have to give that in German. Because we’ve got somebody speaking French and
Polish and … and Lithuanian. And they wanted somebody to be the Krauthead for the
day. Well, nobody wanted to volunteer, and there was quite a few there, people there and
I said, “All right, I’ll take care of it.” So, I got two duties that day. In spite of my wicked
background…
Is there anything else that we haven’t covered that you’d like to express before we
go off the record here?
A lot of people don’t know this because this was not too well record(ed). It’s only rare
books that you would… It happened to be written in a Hungarian book that this was
written about the Masons. Now, a lot of Catholic people, you know, years ago, “Masons,
my God, they’re not Catholics, they’re anti-Catholics, you know. But, it’s not so. Years
ago, in Hungary, a prince of the Royal Family and a very educated man, he could speak
French and German and naturally, his own language, Hungarian and Slavic and all that
and even English. And because of his education and his background, one of the uncles
asked the Emperor, “Hey, make this guy an ambassador.” And the man was in different
countries noticing that there’s Masons in every one of them, and they all have the same
traditions and same background and so what. And he says, “What the hell, we’re having
all these Mickey Mouse wars in different countries, why don’t we get together with the
Masons and try and make a United States of Europe?” That’s a big venture, and he
started talking it up. And you know who put the kibosh on it at that time?
Mm?
The Pope. Whoever was Pope at the time, I don’t’ remember. But you know, “No, that
guys getting a little control there, oh, man, we’ll all be down the drain.” But that isn’t the
story; see, they won’t stop and listen; right away, they’re jumping to conclusions, you
know. So, what’re you going to do.
Marty do you have any other questions?
Mr. Thomas: No, I don’t. I think everything’s been covered.
Well, John, thank you so much for sharing your story with us.
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My pleasure. I enjoyed myself, too.
And we’re going off record.
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