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Part 1: Introduction
This interview is being conducted on February 9th, 2005, at the Indian Prairie Public
Library in Darien, Illinois. My name is Martin Willard Thomas. I am speaking
with Mr. Eugene Francis O’Malley. Mr. O’Malley was born on September 2nd,
1921, in Chicago, Illinois, and now lives in Darien, Illinois, and Kildeer, Illinois,
dividing his time between two daughters, Joleen [Kleckauskas] and Kathleen
[Bushnick]. Mr. O’Malley learned of the Veterans History Project through his
daughter, Joleen, who saw a Veterans History Project brochure on display at this
library. He has kindly consented to be interviewed for the project. Here is his
story.
Mr. O’Malley, how would you prefer to be addressed during this interview?
Gene.
Gene?
Mm-mm. (Positive response)
Thank you, Gene.
Gene, first of all, when did you first enter the service?
It had to be the end of December. I’d say the 29th of December.
What year?
What year? Oh, oh, oh. I was 21 then.
I see a note here that says you were discharged January 28 of 1946. Do you know
how long you were in the service?
37 months, I figure, or close to it.
Would ’42, end of ’42 or ’43 sound correct?
The end?
How old did you say you were when you went in?
Twenty-one.
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Twenty-one, so I would say you went in in 1942 if you were born in ’21 in September,
twenty-one years later would be 1942. So, should we go with ’42?
Mm – mm. (Positive response)
Where were you living at the time you went into the service?
6715 South Wolcott.
In Chicago?
Oh, yeah, born and raised.
Uh-huh. And what were you doing at the time you went into the service?
I was a Railroad Engineer.
You had a good job.
(Mr. O’Malley laughs)

Part 2: Entering the Military
Why did you go into the Military? Were you drafted or did you enlist?
I was drafted. I was living alone with my Mother. I could have gone in sooner, but I
figured the longer I stayed with her, the longer the better.
Were you the sole support of your Mother?
Yes.
And that didn’t get you any exemption from the draft?
No.
You were drafted even though you were living with and the sole support of your
Mother.
Yes.
How about being a Railroad Engineer, was that not an occupation that they needed?
No, no, no, noooo.
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How much time did you have with the railroad when you went into the Army, when
you were drafted?
A year or two I’d say, somewhere around there.
I already said Army but it was the Army that you were drafted by?
Yeah.
Where were you inducted?
Fort Sheridan.
Fort Sheridan, O.K.
This is where it comes hard. (Laughing)
Oh, you mean because it’s been sixty plus years?
(Mr. O’Malley laughs) Yes, I forget my name, so…(Laughing)
Well, we’re not going to worry much about specifics of dates but sometimes it helps
to kind of tie in which happened first.
Makes it easier.
First of all, what was your mother’s reaction when you got the draft?
Well, she knew it was coming so she, she took it in style. My brother couldn’t go in the
draft; something was wrong with him. My sister was there, too.
Oh, I see.
She was married. Both of them were married and both of them lived close to home.
So, they could at least look after your mother while you were away?
Possibly, I don’t know, my brother might have gone back to live with my mother. I don’t
know.
When you were inducted, what happened to you next? Did you go for boot camp
somewhere?
Well, they gave us our clothing.
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Issued you a uniform?
Yeah. You want to know what happened next?
Yeah.
They said we could leave and be back in three hours, I think it was. So I took a cab home
and the cabbie said, first of all he said, he’d been driving a cab 24 hours. He said, “What
do you say, I drive over to the next block, go to bed and when you’re ready to go home,
come over and meet me and I’ll take you back. So I stayed home as long as I could,
walked over and got in his cab and he brought me back. Then I took a train. Where did I
go on a train? Somewhere in Michigan.
That was before you went for boot camp?
Yeah.
How long did your boot camp last, roughly?
I would say six to eight weeks.

Part 3: Training
What are your recollections of boot camp? What was it like for you?
Well, a lot of exercising. A lot of listening to talk, you know, about the war by officers
and that. That was it.
At twenty-one, were you older than some of the other recruits?
I imagine so.
And having been an engineer, did you have a little more life experience than some of
them?
I wouldn’t know about that.
Did you feel more mature than some of the other?
Oh, yeah, I was a little older than some of them.
Yeah. Was this your first time away from home for any significant period of time?
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We never had a car.
Was there an adjustment for you? I mean you’re twenty-one and you’ve been a
railroad engineer but still, this is a different life.
Oh, yeah. I got along good. Didn’t bother anybody and nobody bothered me. I just
followed instructions. (Laughing)
Eating in a mess hall, what was that like for you?
That was fine. They fed well.
At the end of boot camp, when you graduated from boot camp, what happened
next?
Then they sent me to this camp. Is there a Camp Grant close by there, in Wisconsin?
Grant?
Yeah.
I think so. Grant? G R A N T?
Yeah.
O.K.
There is?
I’ve heard of a Camp Grant, I don’t know where it is.
Well, it’s up in Michigan.
Michigan? O.K.
Maybe, maybe in Michigan.
Anyway, what did they have you do at Camp Grant?
(Laughing) Attend a lot of classes, do a lot of hiking and learn how to be a soldier.
So this was like Advanced Infantry Training?
Yeah.
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O.K. How long did the Advanced Infantry Training last?
I’d say six weeks.
And what kind of training did that involve?
Well, hiking and we fired the M-1 and we fired a pistol, too.
So they were still building your stamina up and teaching you to shoot?
Oh, and the mortar.
And a mortar? Do you remember the type of mortar, the nomenclature?
The big one, the biggest.
How many people would be on a mortar crew?
Two.
There were two men?
One putting the shell in and you setting it off.
You were training on the M-1 by that time?
Oh, yes.
After your, roughly, six weeks of AIT or Advanced Infantry Training, what did you
do next?
That camp must have been in Michigan because the Great Lakes are there. They sent us
up there the camp close to there to guard the Lakes.
So at this point, you’re not getting training now, they actually have you doing a job?
There were three lakes coming and they were afraid the German soldiers would drop
some bombs there so they had sixty barrage balloons in the air at all times, sixty. And we
would just walk back and forth twenty-four hours a day.
So it was guard duty for the barrage balloons?
Well, for the …
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For the locks?
For the locks, yeah. What was I going to say? Yeah, we guarded them twenty-four hours
a day, every day of the year no matter how cold or how hot. You’d keep walking back,
they’d put so many, two men on is all, a day, but they switched, four apiece.
How long did that duty last?
I forget what date I went overseas, but I’d say three months.
Three months. The training you’ve had to this point is strictly Basic Training and
Infantry Training?
Yeah.
Then you had roughly three months of guard duty on the locks. What unit did were
you with at that time?
What division?
Yeah, and if you can’t recall, that’s O.K.
I can’t recall now.
Then what was your next assignment after that?
We went down to that big camp in Georgia. What’s that big one?
Well, the only one I know of it’s called Fort Benning today.
Fort Benning. I went down to Fort Benning.
Why did they send you down there? Did you volunteer for something?
No.
Not yet?
No. I never. When I went in they said, “Don’t volunteer for anything.” So I didn’t.
O.K. They assigned you down to Fort Benning. Why were they sending you down
there?
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Because I was going to go overseas. So I went to Fort Benning and I was there, I stayed
a year or so, a little over a year in these camps. From Fort Benning I went to a fort in
California and there was something strange was happening.
Before we go to California, let’s talk about the camp in Georgia. Roughly, how long
were you there?
Two or three months.
What were you doing down there?
In Georgia? I was in the infantry and we had a hike every Thursday and one day our
officer was something. He hated to lose. So, Company C walked thirty-six miles the day
before which was the furthest anybody could walk. So he found out about it and we
walked thirty-nine miles. (Laughing) And that’s through swamps, water and mud and
everything else.
I don’t dare make any comment on this.
No, go ahead. (Laughing)
Actually, I’m afraid my wife may have a comment, sounds like me.
The reason I was pursuing your camp which might have been Fort Benning in
Georgia is when we were coming up to the interview room I learned that you had
been in Airborne for a while what you call paratrooper school. I know that they
teach jump training down at Fort Benning so I was wondering if that’s where you…
I was in paratrooper school for about three days is all.
And where was that? Was that in Georgia?
Yeah. That’s where that thing you go down it and I sprained my ankle.
That’s why I was asking you about volunteering because I thought that Airborne
was an all volunteer unit.
It was.
Were you tricked into volunteering to go to Airborne School?
No. When they said you get fifty dollars more a year. (Laughing)
Fifty?
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Fifty dollars a month.
Fifty dollars a month. That was enough to volunteer.
Tell me, if you would, about your jump training.
Jump training was just walking and running and then the last thing you did was slide
down that
A big slide?
A wooden slide. And at the end so many people hit the bottom, the dirt was, they had a
hole this big there where we hit the ground.
And you’re making a sign with you hands that looks like a foot in diameter.
So, I’m going down like this, you know, and my foot goes into that hole and sprained it.
A couple of things. At the end of the slide, how much of a drop is there from there
to the ground?
Oh. I would say thirty-feet.
Thirty feet straight down?
No, no, no. Angle.
So the slide’s about thirty feet?
Yeah.
Then at the end of the slide, how much distance is there from the edge of the slide to
the ground? Was it like a foot, five feet?
Well, I think it would be about six inches or so. You know, you slide down, hit the
ground and take off.
O.K. So there wasn’t a big drop, it’s just the way you hit. What kind of foot wear
were you wearing at the time?
Shoes they gave you that you wore the rest of your time.
Did you have any ankle support?
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No.
They weren’t boots and you didn’t have patisse?????
But I hit that hole, I didn’t even see the hole; I was looking ahead. And after that the
Company left for Europe. I didn’t go though.
O.K.
I didn’t mean to do it. (Laughing)
No. Not if you were loosing fifty dollars a month, I imagine not. How long were you
down in Georgia after you left the jump school?
Let’s see. I know, I left in December. And the reason why I know that, I put in for my
vacation and I got two weeks over Christmas. We would exercise every morning for an
hour and when that day came for me. Let’s say December 18th, 20th, sometime, I knew it
was two weeks, I’m going home… Why, what was I going to say?...
Well, that’s, O.K. You’re trying to remember something about what happened
when you were getting ready to go home for Christmas.
Oh, yeah. I’m ready to go home for Christmas. Oh, yeah, this killed me, believe me. All
the other fellows are exercising and there’s about eight of us going home. So we didn’t
have to exercise; we had to wait for the time for them to pick us up to get on the train.
We, the planes were all filled so we had train tickets. So, we’re all, the eight of us are
just standing there, you know and we’re laughing and they’re doing their exercises. We
were just standing there. Do you know what a runner is?
Oh, a messenger?
A messenger, he comes running by and he says, “All furloughs cancelled.”
This was not a joke?
And we said, “Get outta here!” And he kept running. He had to do that with all the other
companies. It wasn’t a joke. (Laughing) The joke was on us.
What was the reason? Why did they cancel all the furloughs?
Because they were going overseas.
You remember this was December because it was supposed to be your Christmas.
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Christmas. I never got home until I was discharged.
Really? O.K. This is December and you went in in December, so we’ve covered
about one year at this point?
A year, maybe a week later, a week more or two weeks. Definitely a month.
Well, it was probably a little less than a year because you went in on December 29th ,
one year, which we think is ’42 and so this was right before Christmas.
Oh, yeah, that’s right, a year.
And you were still in Georgia at this time or were you already in California?
No, I’m in Georgia.
And this is when you first find out you’re not going home, you’re going to
California.
Boy that killed me.
Your mother, I imagine, was expecting you home. Had you been in contact with
her.
Oh, yeah.
So how did you break the news to her that her son wasn’t coming home for
Christmas?
Well, I just … I don’t know if I… I think I called her and said, “Ma, I won’t be home.”
Back then a long distance phone call was very expensive.
Well, maybe I wrote a letter.
But anyway, you broke the sad news to her. Then how did you get from Georgia to
California.
From Georgia we went to California.
By what means?
Train.
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By train. I’ve heard different descriptions of how train travel was for soldiers even
here in the U.S. Was this a train dedicated to troops? Were they passenger cars?
No, troops.
I mean were you sitting in a passenger car or was it a box car?
Oh, passenger, oh, yeah.
Roughly, if you have any idea, how many of you were being transported out there
from Georgia to California?
Just about six or eight in my company.
Oh, O.K. So how does that work? Did they give you a train ticket to ride out there
or is there some sort of official letter?
You don’t need any tickets.
Really?
They just walk you out there and you get on a train.
I was just wondering how the railroad gets reimbursed for giving you
transportation.
They may have gotten tickets somehow. I didn’t get any ticket.
But you got some orders that say you’re being moved from here to…
Yeah, six more men, they must mark it down.
Anything interesting happen on your trip from Georgia to California?
Not that I know of.
O.K., pretty much uneventful trip out to California. You don’t remember the name
of the post out there. The only one I know today is Fort Ord. Was it Fort Ord?
Fort Ord.
Oh, it was Ord?
Yeah.
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O.K. What happened once you got to Fort Ord?
We stayed, they put us with other fellows.
In a barracks?
Well, yeah in a barrack and we stayed there maybe for two weeks maybe three weeks.
But I’ll tell you something about what was happening.
Please do.
We were on an island now, off the West Coast, whatever island they call it. We walked
around it in the morning, once a day. We used to run around it.
Oh, this is an organized thing like a hike?
Yeah, this is hike, yeah.
Just to keep you in condition?
Down beneath, down beneath us were men. They were Germans.
POWs?
Yeah playing hockey, I mean soccer.
And we’d be running by and they’d be waving at us. (Laughing) We were running
our heads off.
Every day we’d go around that island.
So their morale was pretty good I imagine.
Oh, they loved it. They didn’t have to get shot at anymore, they got good food and
played soccer which is their game.
Sure. So you’re there a couple, three weeks.
Yeah.
And you’re waiting to be assembled for …
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To go overseas. And the boat they put us on wasn’t fully painted. They were painting
the boat as we were going. And there were a lot of men aboard, I don’t know how many.
For times we would buy food from the cooks. They were selling us chances for fifty
cents a piece, I guess.
This was after you were on ship or still at Fort Ord?

Part 4: Going Overseas
No. Going to Australia now.
O.K. So you departed from California by ship to…
To Australia.
To Australia. Do you recall the name of the ship by any chance?
No. (Laughing)
Roughly, how many men would you say were on board, troops?
Oh man, two hundred, at least.
That’s a small ship. Were you part of a convoy?
I don’t know, if that’s what you want to call it.
I mean, were there other ships going with you?
Eventually, yes. I never saw them but I know that there were other ships going across.
I was just wondering how they protected you. Troop ships were very attractive
targets.
No, they didn’t protect us.
No all the way over? Not even as you got over into the Far East and the Pacific?
Not that I saw. Lucky, huh? (Laughing)
I guess. Where did you land in Australia?
That’s a hard one, I’d have to have a map.
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Let’s see if we can find a map of Australia, but I’m guessing it might have been
Melbourne or Sydney or Brisbane.
Brisbane sounds like it.
Do you know which side of the continent it was on, north, south, east or west?
Oh man, I didn’t know where east or west or cared less.
Well, we won’t worry about it unless you had some interesting experiences there.
When you got to Australia, did you get off the ship?
Well, we used to buy… No, straight shot.
But after you got to Australia, were you able to get off the ship?
Yes. And then, I’ll tell you later but if you had money, the cooks were making
sandwiches for us and taking the money.
This was on your trip over?
Yeah (Laughing). You didn’t have to wait in line.
Anything for …
Better food.
Do you remember how much you had to pay for a sandwich that you were supposed
to get anyway? How much were they hitting you up for a sandwich?
Oh, I think a dollar. Which was a lot of money.
Yeah, yes it was. Anything else of interest happen on your trip from California to
Australia?
The men were still painting the boat, that’s how urgent it was. That’s the only thing I
remember.
Were they Navy personnel or civilian contractors?
Civilians, yeah, painting. They wanted to get that boat over there; they wanted to get the
men over there.
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Do you know, roughly, what your trip took in time to get over there? How many
days your crossing was?
I have no idea, two or three days.
No from California to Australia, no it would have been more.
More? O.K., four days. (Laughing)
I was thinking more like a month.
No. (Laughing)
No, not that long?
We never stopped.
Right. So when you got to Australia, you say you did get off the ship. What did you
do then and how long were you in Australia, if you recall?
Not too long. We got off the ship and within two hours we were on a train going to a
camp, small camp; I don’t even think it had a name. But we got off at this camp and it
was a small camp. We stayed there for quite a while.
A matter of months, weeks?
Oh, yeah, months.
Months?
Yeah.
We’re going to turn the tape recorder off minute while we get a map of Australia;
we’ll figure out where you were.
We took a couple of minutes off to look at an atlas that Joe Popowitch brought up
here for us to use as a reference. And Gene believes from looking at the map that
they probably landed at Brisbane and went to an unnamed camp very near there,
not very far inland.
So how long would you say, roughly, that you stayed at that camp?
Oh. I would say three months.
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Three months. At this point what outfit were you assigned to?
I forget the name. Do you have any names?
I don’t but was it an infantry outfit?
Oh, yeah, I was in the infantry.
What were your living conditions like? Were you in tents or barracks?
Tents.
You were in tents at this time?
Yeah.
What was the size of your overall unit? Was this a Division or smaller?
They put me in a Medical Division.
O.K. Before we go on, I’d like to find out how you got into this Medical Division,
what training you got and what your job was.
Not too much.
That’s an answer to what, training?
Yeah. (Laughing)
The first question is: How did you get assigned to a Medical Unit?
They assigned me.
They just said …
They say, they, I don’t know if they were kidding or not but they were telling me the
smartest ones go in the Medics.
That could be.
So, I’ll take their word for it. (Laughing) I’m not going to doubt it.
O.K. As long as it’s a compliment. So they cut orders to make you, to put you in a
Medical Unit. Is this to make you a Medic?
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Yes.
Not a clerk or anything else but a Medic?
A Medic.
O.K., besides not too much, what can you say about the training you did get? Who
trained you?
Other Medics.
Was it just on the job training?
Oh, yeah. We didn’t get much training.
No formal classes?
Yes, they would have some. But I mean they would just teach you how to bandage. It
wasn’t much more.
I was just wondering. What, as far as you understood or can recall, were your
duties as a Medic? You mentioned bandaging injuries. Did they teach you about
specific types of wounds?
Not too much that I remember. I mean, you’re talking about bullets, knife wounds and
things?
Yes, exactly, burns perhaps.
Now if you were wounded to call for a Medic.
What did you do during the time you were in the tent camp in Australia besides the
training we just talked about?
Well, it was close to the water and we’d go swimming every afternoon. We had that
every … you know, it was safe to do.
Safe from enemy activity?
Yes.
What about sharks?
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Oh, we didn’t even think about a shark. I only thought about it once, that’s when I said,
“I’m going to see how far I can swim.”
Away from shore?
No away from shore but quite a bit away from shore, a lot aways from where I started.
Then I thought of that, I said, “Man, I’m far away, this is … suppose a shark does come?”
(Laughing)
Do you have any estimate as to how far you swam that day?
Mmmm, I’d say half a mile.
So you think you were in pretty good condition at that time?
Oh, yeah, I always stayed in shape.
Well, that was a part of your life, you always liked to…?
We went swimming three days a week at Ogden Park in the summer.
Oh, really. So, you used to enjoy staying fit?
Oh, yeah, I’ve never been fat. (Laughing)
Well, you’re not fat now, I can certainly see that. After your stint in Australia, what
came next? Oh, first of all, is there anything more that we should talk about?
Anything happen to you or any other activities while you were in Australia?
Just to prompt your memory, I forgot to ask: Did you have any furloughs? While
you were in Australia, did you ever get into a town?
I never had a furlough.
Never got into any of the towns to see …?
I should have had one over Christmas but they cancelled it. (Laughing)
But in Australia, you didn’t get into town at all, into any towns?
No.
O.K. Have we left anything out? Do you want to talk about before you shipped out
of Australia?
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I’m trying to think. No, we swam every day. We had to build our own tent. We had
everything to make a tent and we put a tent up.
Do you have any idea why they kept you there that length of time? Were they just
waiting to find a place to fit your unit?
Yeah. Oh, eventually, we would go out into what they called a jungle and they’d send a
Medic, they’d send me. There were other Medics, but they’d only send one.
Is this still while you were in Australia?
Right, when I was on the beach there, yeah.
This was a training exercise, was it?
No.
What were they sending you in for?
In case anybody was injured, shot.
So they were sending you into the jungle on the coast of Australia.
Yeah.
But there were no enemy forces there.
Well they were there, but they were further back.
Oh.
One man was shot, and the vehicle for the wounded was loaded, so he picked up five
men. He said, four men carrying and one man, me, stand at the front and you have to
walk a mile to get back to camp.
Let me see if I understand this. This was some sort of an ambulance vehicle and it
was loaded with other wounded?
Yeah.
And so they said, “We’re sending this ambulance with them.” And you had four
litter bearers plus you plus this wounded man.
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Well, I was a litter bearer, too. I was, I’m not going to be walking ahead all the way,
gotta give the guys a break.
So he was…
We would take turns getting out in front. And it was very clear and luckily, they never
attacked us.
The four of you or the five of you?
Five.
Five of you carried this man out of the jungle?
Yeah.
Where was he hit, do you recall?
No.
Did he survive?
I don’t know that either. We brought him into the camp and dropped him there.
So you didn’t actually attend to his wound?
No.
Were you the only Medic of the five of you bringing him out?
I don’t know if, the other four might have been Medics, too, I don’t know. They put me
in charge, though.
O.K. and then they just somehow had him patched up enough to carrying him out,
stop the blood.
Yeah.
Gene, by this time, what rank were you?
I was, well I came out a staff. At that time, a Pfc., I think.
I figured maybe you had one stripe than the others since they put you in charge.
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I had one stripe but I never put it on. (Laughing) But when I was discharged, they gave
me stripes.
So, by the time you were discharged, you were a Staff Sergeant?
Yeah.
E6?
Mm, (positive response). I was First Sergeant for a while. The war was coming to an
end then and we had fellows… Our division was made up mainly of men on the West
Coast. They used the point system. Did you hear about the point system?
Yes, I’ve heard about the point system, yes.
The men with the most points were leaving so you kept moving up. What was I going to
say?
Well, we will certainly be talking about your last days in the service and what it was
like when the war ended. I will definitely, at that point, be mentioning a couple of
the items that you brought with you today that have to do with the end of the war.
First I want to get you from Australia to your next assignment. How did that
happen?
Our next assignment after we … Where should I start from?
If we don’t have anything else to talk about in Australia, let’s get you moved to
wherever they sent you next. How did you get there? That sort of thing.
(Laughing) How did we get there? You did nothing but walk in the Army.
After you left Australia, unless you swam to your next point, you must have gone on
a ship or by air.
I went by, I forget where they sent us to. They sent us to where there were Japs, that I
know.
Do you want to go off record for a minute and look at a map of the Pacific to see
what those islands were?
O.K.
Again, we went off record just for a couple of minutes to look at the atlas and Mr.
O’Malley believes that they went directly from Australia to New Guinea.
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Unfortunately, we ran out of tape before…
Do you do it by shorthand?
We ran out of tape and he was explaining, I believe and you, please correct me if
I’m wrong, that the incident where you rescued the wounded soldier, probably
happened on New Guinea not Australia.
Definitely.
And that you went by some ship or LST from Australia over to New Guinea. You
told me that you had a safe landing there; you weren’t in a combat, immediate
combat area and that they put you up in a tent camp there. I think that’s all that we
discussed before I realized that we ran out of tape.
So, would you please, then, tell me what happened after they put you in the tent
camp in New Guinea?
O.K. Then they would get about four or five men and one Medic and you go into the
jungle with one Medic. You may stay there for two or three weeks at a time and do what
you have to do.

Part 5: Combat
Now, during this time, did you actually see combat? Were you anywhere near
actual fighting?
Oh, yeah.
Often?
I’d say often enough. (Laughing)
I suppose once would be too often.
Actually, I know that you were in combat areas because before we went on record,
or before we came over here, you showed me a Samurai Sword that you picked up.
At some point I’ll want you to tell me about how you happened to get that.
I got lucky.
Lucky that you came home alive and uninjured.
I didn’t take it away from him.
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If you want to, we can talk about the sword right now and then I want, I do want to
find out about your daily life out there and what you saw and how you felt about it
and so forth. But let’s go ahead and talk about the sword. How did you happen to
pick that up?
We were camped; there wasn’t much action around there so me and another fellow, we
weren’t supposed to do it; we left the camp.
Was your purpose in leaving the camp to go out and hunt for souvenirs?
You could say that. (Laughing)
Yeah, I did; I understand. And then what?
And that’s where I found the sword.
Was it lying on the ground?
Yes. It was a little, I don’t know if I should call it, tent, but it was wooden but it was
small and it had about three or four steps. So, he and I walked up the steps and we
opened the door and here there was a Jap about three, four hundred pounds, sitting there
like this. Jeez! (Laughing)
Just for the record, I’ll say that you made a face that looked sort of scary.
Surprise, he was dead.
I was wondering.
Boy, I mean, that was… I mean he was sitting right there when we opened the door.
How close to him were you when you first opened the door and saw him?
From here to that cabinet.
So less than eight feet maybe seven feet.
Yeah, ten feet something like that. He was dead, though.
What was your reaction? What did you do?
(Laughing). We stopped.
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Were you ahead of your friend? Were you ahead of your buddy?
We were both side-by-side.
You didn’t turn and run?
No, he was dead.
Did you immediately realize that you were looking at a dead man?
Oh, you couldn’t help it.
How long do you think he’d been dead, I mean just roughly?
That day or the day before.
He was sitting up so I would think that your first thought would be….
We weren’t supposed to leave.
Right.
But we left. But it was close. Our men, let’s say, were maybe one hundred and fifty feet
away or less.
Oh.
So this little thing that they built was there and everything was quiet but we decided to go
up the steps because the door was closed, that’s when you saw this.
I’ve heard that some of the Japanese soldiers were enormous, like you mentioned,
former Sumo wrestlers or whatever. First of all, do you know how he died? Was he
a suicide?
Whoever shot him, he was sitting like that.
Oh, it was a gunshot wound?
I don’t know, all I know is he was dead. We didn’t stay long.
Long enough to get the Samurai sword though.
There wasn’t any furniture in there, and he wasn’t talking. (Laughing)
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Is that where you found the Samurai sword?
I don’t know, I must have found it there. I also … . Well, I found two.
Yes, I should have said you had two.
I told you that and gave it to my brother-in-law, and he traded it for a part for a boat.
Yeah, I want to make sure that this goes on record because people wonder why some
of these things become so rare. You did tell me you had two Samurai swords, and
your brother-in-law really, really wanted one and you gave him fortunately …
He couldn’t buy one anywhere.
And you gave him the lesser of the two. Would you say again for record what
happened to that sword, why we don’t have it today?
What the …
The sword that you gave him. You told me something happened to it.
He gave it to that fella and that fella …
He gave it to somebody …
He gave it to that fella and that fella gave him a part for his boat. He couldn’t find a part
or buy a part for a certain part of his boat that he was building.
So you gave him this souvenir and he swapped it out for a boat part.
When I heard that, I didn’t say anything, but I thought, “Oh, no!” (Laughing) But it
wasn’t a fancy sword, it wasn’t like this.
I have a couple of other questions about souvenirs, but first I want to finish up this
incident where you encountered this dead three to four hundred pound Japanese
soldier. You see this, you’re both frightened, you shut the door and you leave. Did
you go back tell anybody at camp, “Hey, you ought to go check out that building?”
(Laughing) No.
Did you tell anybody what you had seen?
I don’t recall. I don’t think… . We weren’t supposed to go that far. We were supposed
to stay in camp. You can’t stay in camp hour after hour and when this hut that they had,
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well, smaller than this room. It can only take you a minute to walk over there and the
door was closed.
It’s just surprising to me that this Japanese soldier was within one hundred and
fifty yards of your camp. It sounds like you’re still in a very hotly contested area.
Just on souvenirs, besides the two Samurai swords, did you bring home any other
war souvenirs?
I took some flags home but I don’t have them now. I had two, but I don’t have them, I
don’t think.
Those were flags that you found somewhere or did you buy them from somebody
else?
Take ‘em, take ‘em from the dead.
So, you were in an area where you did see dead enemy soldiers?
Oh, yeah, a lot of them.
Quite often. How long all together were you in this situation on New Guinea, again
roughly?
We had this area cleared, and they said we can go swimming. So we went swimming
every day.
This was not on Australia coast, this was on the New Guinea coast, correct?
Yeah. We put up tents and everything was clear. We put up tents and after we put up
tents, we’d go swimming in the afternoon.
But if you got inland, they were still fighting?
Yeah, quite far away, though.
Roughly, if you have any feel for this, how many missions did you go on where there
was combat? How many times did they send you out with infantry that were
fighting the enemy?
You go out with four or five infantry men. Actually, that’s another thing. In Europe, the
infantry men had uniforms that showed that they were … .
Medics?
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Medics! If you did that over there, you’re the first one to get shot.
You’re a target. So you didn’t wear any insignia?
So we wore the greens like everybody else.
If you have any feel for this, how many times, roughly, did they send you out?
You’d go out on what you’d call a patrol.
Patrol.
You’d go out with four or five infantry men and you’d carry a litter in case somebody
was injured, you’d haul ‘em back.
Did you carry any weapon as a Medic?
I was dressed exactly like an infantry man, exactly.
Did you carry a weapon?
Yes. I had a carbine, yeah.
O.K. You had a carbine.
Everybody had a weapon.
Did any of these patrols last overnight?
Sometimes two or three weeks. You’d go out into the jungle.
That brings up a lot of questions. First of all, how did they supply you if you’re out
on a two week patrol? Did you have to carry all your rations with you or did they
bring them up to you?
If they could, they’d drive up to us. Well, we never starved.
Well, what did you live on, strictly on rations?
Oh, yeah, rations.
Or did you have to live off the land?
Rations.
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What were the rations called, were they C rations or K rations?
They came out with the newer ones, the newer ones were better. What comes first, C or
K?
I don’t know; I was going to ask you.
Let’s see. C rations sounds like they would be it.
Let me ask you this. You said that the newer ones were definitely better than the
old ones, can you describe for me a typical ration in the old ration pack?
Well, it had two or three kinds of food in it.
The old one?
The other one just had one.
Oh, oh, the newer one had two or three kinds and the old one just one. O.K. The
old one, what was in it?
What was in it? Some kind of meat, I think.
Was it Spam?
It could be, yeah.
Or it was just sort of mystery meat, you didn’t know exactly what it was.
No.
Besides the meat what else was, again talking about the old one?
Well, that was it. If you’d go out with a group of men, you’re out there for two or three
weeks and you’re looking for the enemy.
And you had to carry several days’ worth of rations with you, I guess. How was this
packed? Was the meat in a tin?
Oh, yeah, in a tin.
Tin. And you had that and you must have had something else in there.
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I don’t know how we. …
Cookie or fruit or vegetable?
We didn’t carry any bags or anything like that but we lived. Unless there were roads that
they went and drove up and dropped them off.
That brings another question. How did you communicate with people in the rear?
Did you have a radio?
No. They’d only send out one at a time. At a certain … You know, that one goes, one
… spread ‘em out, otherwise they’d be shooting each other.
How about water? How did you obtain sanitary water?
Well you always have a canteen full.
But how do you refill the canteen?
There again, I’ll say probably a truck would drive up.
Did you have any water purification tablets that you could use if you had to?
No.
Do you ever remember getting water out of a stream or pond or anything?
No, but I remember one time fella’s were, they were drinking, they were dry as a bone,
they were drinking anything; they were drinking urine.
So, we just went off record again for a moment. Joe Popowitch brought back all the
scanned photos and documents that will be attached.
Was this fella in the Army? Joe, Joe Popowitch?
No, no, he wasn’t.
When we went off record, Mr. O’Malley, we were talking about how you got
sanitary water out in the jungle.
Well, they had streams there that they used.
As we went off record you were telling me that some people got so desperate that
they were drinking urine. Would you elaborate on that please?
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Well, some of us, we all had drinking water.
In a canteen?
In a canteen. But some fellas they’d drink from a canteen, they’d drink, they’d drink,
they’d drink, they’d empty it, or half empty, where we sip it. Well, these people gargle it
down and
There was no more available.
as the day goes on, there isn’t any water for them. So the only way, a lot of them drank
their own urine.
They were that desperate for something …
Yeah, if they wanted a drink, yeah.
Did they get sick from drinking the urine, do you recall?
None of them died. (Laughing) Maybe they got sick.
Well, they were very desperate. So what action did you see?
I didn’t see any action until I went over to a … well, across the ocean, not in Austra…
Not New Guinea?
In New Guinea.
In New Guinea, yeah.
Not in Australia.
What kind of action did you see there? How close were you to the actual combat?
I was dressed just like them.
Right.
Exact clothes. Where Europe, they wore a regular …
A Red Cross?
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Yeah, and they didn’t bother them. Here, the first ones that they looked for were Medics.
Did you know that?
Yeah.
They’d rather shoot a Medic than a soldier.
To your knowledge, were there ever any shots aimed at you? Did you have any near
misses that you know of?
Not that I know of. I’m a good hider. (Laughing)
So the squad that you were out with, were ever with a squad where anybody got
injured?
Oh, yeah.
Wounded, I mean.
Yeah.
Would you tell me about those incidents?
Well, I would bandage them up the best I could and we kept going.
Let’s talk about …
If he was too bad I would bring him back.
How many wounded would you say you treated, if you have any estimate?
Oh, I don’t know.
More than ten?
Oh, yeah.
More than twenty?
Oh, about twenty. None of them died.
What was the most memorable incident that sticks out in your mind of rescuing or
treating a wounded GI?
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Well, it would all depend on how bad the fella was wounded.
Well, what I was going to ask you is: if you could pick out any one incident, how did
he react to you treating him.
Oh, he looked for the Medics. He’d say, “Medic, Medic.” You know and we’d run over
there. Maybe more than one at some times.
Sometimes you might have run over but I imagine a lot of times, he’s still in a killing
zone and you aren’t going …
I say run over, go over, somehow.
Right, I mean, you crawled …
to him, yeah, to him.
Was there ever any time when the person was in such vulnerable position that you
couldn’t get to him right away?
There probably was at times, but I can’t think of any.
Did you treat any wounds other than gun shot wounds during those …?
No.
They were all gun shot, no mortar, shrapnel rounds?
I was connected with the infantry.
And none of them were ever hit by mortar fire or anything other than gun shots?
Oh, the only times that mortar was fired at us, one day when we were on the beach there
in New Guinea and we had to cross this, what I’d call a mountain but it wasn’t a real
mountain. It was high. So we crawled over that, or walked over it. At the bottom was
the air strip but our planes had riddled the air strip, their air strip. They couldn’t fly a
plane on it, they had holes as big as this. I mean, most of them were smaller but they had
holes as big as this.
When you say as big as this, you mean, you’re holding your hands about three feet
apart?
Yeah. So anyway, the Captain sent out this fella to scout it. So he came back; he says
everything’s all clear. So he waved us on; we’re down below. Now it’s gotta stand fifty
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feet high, you know, maybe higher. So we all walked down and we get down on the air
strip when they started firing at us and throwing bombs and grenades and everything else.
Why did that happen? Were they that well hidden or did he just not really go out
and scout by himself?
I don’t know who the scout was, but he didn’t do a good job.
And were you out on the air strip when they opened fire?
Oh, yeah.
So you’re out in the open.
Yeah, our whole company was out in the open; about ten or twelve men was killed. But
anyway …
Were you one of them out on the air strip?
Yeah.
What did you do?
What did I do?
I know twelve people got killed and now there … you’re under fire. What did you
do?
I’m under fire. I, well first of all I have to tell you about a mortar. I was trained as a
mortar man in the States. When you’re going to use a mortar, you fire long, and you fire
shorter and then you fire sure; that’s the one that’s going to hit him. So, I knew that. So,
we had a fellow who happened to be Jewish. And he was about from me to you and
when the first one…
About three and a half feet away.
When the first one hit, I knew what was happening. When the second one hit, I definitely
knew what happened. So, I said to him, “Let’s go.” And there was a hole in that air
strip.
This was a crater made by one of our bombers?
Almost, I’d say half the size of this room, yeah.
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So, it’s like twelve feet or better in diameter?
Oh, easy, yeah, easy. I said, “Let’s gooo!” (Laughing) And I know I dove in head first,
and I don’t know what he did, he dove in too. But nobody from our, where we were at,
about five or six of us was in that hole. None of them were injured.
How long did the attack last?
Not too long.
How did they finally repel these enemy soldiers?
They told us that they must’ve ran out of ammunition, ‘cause man they were firing
machine guns and rifles and mortars.
So then they just disappeared back into the jungle?
Then they were gone. Now beyond that, well there was the big hill, the air strip and
where that … Oh, the hill, the big hill, the air strip and the ocean. I was going to talk
about the ocean for some reason. Oh. They must’ve ran out of ammo because they quit
firing. So, we stayed in the holes for quite a while and we took care of the wounded and
the dead and whatever we could.
Do you remember specifically what you did, I mean, as far as taking care of the
wounded what kind of … Now these would have been shrapnel wounds.
Oh, yeah. Well, they were mostly bullet wounds.
Oh, O.K. You said mortars and gun fire.
You didn’t have much, you had so much bandages to do and that. Our trucks that we
had, why we didn’t have them at all. We walked there, walked over the hill and walked
down to that air strip, and we walked down to that air strip and man, I don’t swear, but all
hell broke loose. Here he’s telling the Captain, “It’s all clear.” So we get down on the air
strip and that’s when they let go.
Do you think that was the worst combat that you saw?
The worst day? Yeah.
That was your worst day?
Oh, yeah, when they start throwing that mortar and whatever else, machine guns and
rifles.
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So, were there any close second worst days any other time that you had a real battle
like that?
Oh, a few times, yeah.
Any others you want to talk about?
I was an infantry man, I mean a Medic but you couldn’t’ tell that I was a Medic. In
Europe they wore the …
Right.
They could find a Medic right now, here. We had to wear the exact outfit that the
infantry men had. And I figured I was an Infantry man because I could fire a rifle and
pistol and all of that and same outfit.
Any other combat that you saw that you want to talk about that you can recall right
now?
Well there were three or four more but not as big as that. You know, you had, how
should I say? Tit for tat for quite a while.
Sure.
But I would shoot, too. I wouldn’t just stand there. You know, I was a Medic, but I still
fired that rifle if I had a chance.
As far as you know, did you ever hit an enemy soldier?
I never hit anybody that I know of because the men that they hit were in the jungle
mostly. They stayed in the jungle. We had to walk through jungles, look behind every
bush and every tree. (Laughing) Because you didn’t know if anybody was behind it or
not.
Did you ever see any enemy soldiers that surprised you because they were so well
hidden?
They didn’t surprise you, they would start firing before they, you know… far enough
away.
The reason I ask that question is another veteran that I talked to that was in an area
similar to yours, told a story about two Japanese soldiers hiding behind a tree and
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he never did see them, but his friend who was walking point with him saw them and
shot them both before he even knew they were there.
Oh, we didn’t have any tree there, we had jungles.
Oh, yeah, yeah.
Jungles, we had to break things apart to walk through them.
During this time that you were in New Guinea, how did you stay in touch with
people back home or didn’t you?
I didn’t stay in touch; I didn’t write any letters. I may have written. Oh, yeah, I would
write a letter. We set up camp along the ocean. That’s when we used to go swimming,
that’s when I’d write.
And did you get mail?
You’d write today, and maybe two or three months from now you’d get the mail.
Get a response to your letter?
Yes.
Who did you write to, and who did you get letters from?
My wife. We were single then but got married afterwards.
Before you went over, did you get engaged?
We didn’t call it engaged.
Boyfriend, girlfriend?
Boyfriend, girlfriend.
What was your wife’s name?
My wife? My wife’s first name? You know, I forgot.
You were married just the one time?
Oh, yeah.
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So you were single and dating when you came over but you stayed in touch by
letters?
Oh, yeah, but the letters took a long time, well over a month, to receive and to send.
Your mother was still alive while you were over there?
Yeah.
Did you correspond with her also?
Oh, yeah.
And your father?
No, my father died when I was four. There was my older brother and sister and me and
my mother.
So, you had this mail going back and forth but not very often. While you were
there, when you weren’t out on patrol, and back at camp, did you have any kind of
entertainment at all? First of all, did you have any, well you’re laughing, so I think
the answer must be no. Did you ever get USO shows?
Yes. I’m trying to think of… .
Do you recall if there were any famous entertainers?
Oh, yeah. Who was that fellow that came, and the girl was famous, too. He was a comic.
Bob Hope?
Bob Hope came.
You saw Bob Hope in person?
Oh, yeah.
Good. And an actress or a singer? You said a female.
I’m trying to think. I forget these names. Yeah. When we were well settled, we knew
everything was safe.
They’re not going to bring a famous entertainer in a hot zone.
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They would let us know and we’d all sit down on benches and he’d do his thing; they’d
do their thing. That’s it. And they’d travel from island to island, place to place.
Do you recall any other famous entertainers, or was that about it?
Oh, man, I can’t … I forget my own name … (Laughing)
What else did you do for entertainment, if you had some time, back in the camp?
What was popular, cards?
Oh, I learned to play Bridge.
Bridge?
We had a fellow in our company (who) was a bum. Fellas would say, “What kind of
work did you do?” He said, “I didn’t work; you could call me a bum.”
How did he get by?
He gambled.
On Bridge?
Yeah, he taught me to play Bridge.
How much did it cost you?
Nothing.
He didn’t take your money?
No. He was glad to get a foursome.
Oh, I see.
You need a foursome, that’s four. I’d ask anybody if they wanted to learn, and I’d teach
them. So eventually, we’d have two tables going at one time. This was when things
were really slow. I love Bridge. I don’t play it now. I go to these clubs that I go to for
four hours, and they play Bingo and Bridge. They probably play a different system of
Bridge than I do, and if you don’t play the same system, it’s like talking Japanese to you.
Oh.
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You have no idea what I’m bidding, what I mean. You know, what kind of hand I have,
a strong hand, a weak hand, a medium hand.
Sure. Was Bridge really popular in your camp, or was it just the four or eight of
you.
Just him. Him and I. I really went in for it heavy. I wrote home for books and all that. I
taught quite a few fellas.
One of the things I want to make sure we have on record in the transcript is some of
the things you brought today. You brought a newspaper dated, I believe, August 15,
1945. This has the appearance that was made out in the field. It’s called “The
Victory Special Frontline Daily 0900 News Final.” The sample you brought is dated
Wednesday, 15 August 1945. It’s issue number 156. Would you tell me who did this
newspaper? Was it done by a military person?
I have no idea how I got that.
Well, Joe Popowitch did scan this and it’s going to be an attachment to this
transcript. I’ve never seen one like it before; it’s very interesting; it’s obviously, by
the color and the brittleness of the paper, it’s pretty fragile.
(Laughing) It’s as old as I am, I think.
As I say, it looks like something that somebody must have done …
Do you want that?
No thank you, Gene. That’s very kind of you, but I think this probably has some
value to it, and I think you want to keep it.
You think so? How ‘bout that sword?
No thank you.
Not that you’ll buy it.
No, no thank you. I think that that’s something that you want to make sure goes to
your heirs and if not, The Library of Congress, I’m sure, would accept it.
I’ll sell it before I give it away. I’ll give it to somebody special.
I think so, probably one of your daughters.
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The sword itself, it’s not well, let’s say it’s old.
It’s obviously old.
It doesn’t look the way ???? have used it.
I will try to get a photograph of it that maybe we could put with the record. I’ll
maybe get a photograph of you holding the sword in fact. Also, you brought today,
a leaflet that one side of it is entirely in Japanese and the other side is really a
message to U.S. soldiers as well as the Japanese. It looks like a surrender leaflet,
that’s what I would call it. It says, “Attention American soldiers, I cease resistance.
This leaflet guarantees humane treatment to any Japanese desiring to cease
resistance. Take him immediately to your nearest commissioned officer by direction
of the Commander in Chief.” It looks like these must have been dropped from a
plane, maybe, and any Japanese soldier that finds one …
(Laughing) I didn’t say it.
It looks like a Japanese soldier, if he finds that and reads the Japanese, he
understands that that’s his safe conduct pass. This also, I think is probably pretty
valuable. I’ll put it back in your envelope.
How ‘bout those pictures?
Also, Joe scanned a few photographs also of you in uniform back at that time and
some money. I’m going to ask you what you know about these.
(Laughing) That’s Japanese money.
It says, “The Japanese government, in English, then it gives the denomination in
Spanish. I’m looking at one that says, “Ten Pesos.” I’m looking at another one that
says, “Japanese Government, Fifty Centavos.” The other one also says, “Fifty
Centavos.” Did you ever use this money?
No.
How did you get it?
(Laughing) I don’t know, I just picked it up.
Don’t remember? How did you pick it up? Was it on the ground or on a dead
soldier?
Oh yeah, I didn’t steal it.
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Oh, no. I’m sure not. But was it on a dead Japanese soldier?
It could have been.
But you don’t know what it was used for and why it was in English?
No. I have to tell you another time. When we left Australia and landed on, what was that
island?
New Guinea?
New Guinea.
We think it was New Guinea, yes.
We, this was after we got off the train, now. We got on New Guinea’s land. We didn’t
have time to put up a tent so we had to sleep with a blanket over us. I was never bitten so
bad with mosquitoes that night in my life.
Did they give you malaria pills?
Yes, always. It was a yellow …
Besides the mosquitoes attacking you all night, what was the weather like? Was it
raining?
Hot.
Hot. Did it rain?
No, not that I know of. But if you cover yourself, you’d suffocate.
Yeah.
If you took it off, you got chewed up alive. The worst night I ever put in my life.
When you were on a patrol, you must have encountered a lot of mosquitoes, right?
Not like this.
Not like this first night?
Not like this, oh, jeez. We had fellas that blackened their eyes, their both eyes were shut.

42

From the mosquito bites?
Oh, a lot of them, yeah. They didn’t put the blanket on top of them. Just at that place. I
didn’t find any mosquitoes other places.
Besides the mosquitoes were there any other local animal life you had to deal with?
Snakes or other kinds of bugs, scorpions?
No. I’ll tell you another thing. We had an Indian in our company. When we got off the
boat from Australia, we had to camp out. That day it rained or the next day it rained like
crazy.
Uh, huh.
Well, we started to dig a fox hole. I’m not lying now. If you dug a fox hole, you would
be sleeping in water the depth of the fox hole.
It filled right up to ground level? Oh my.
(Laughing) It got to be warm though. The bugs and that didn’t bother us. But this
Indian, they tell us, always tell us, “Never stand up.” This was night time now. Never
stand up. This Indian was the nicest fella. He must’ve stood up before day light or the
guy was that close to him that he could see him. They shot him.
Killed him?
Yeah, killed him.
Before I noticed that the tape had stopped, Gene, you were telling me about an
Indian, an American Indian, in your unit that was shot and killed. You said it was
getting near daylight and he stood up.
He had to urinate and he stood up.
Oh. He was shot …
You don’t stand up.
So he was shot in the process of urinating?
Yeah.
You knew better than to stand up?
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(Laughing) Yes. I never urinated from then on. (Laughing)
(Laughing) Not unless it was safe to do so. Before we came back on record, I asked
if you knew what his name was. You don’t recall his name?
No.
What did you call him?
I just made it up now, Chief. They had a nickname for him.
Anything else that we should be talking about before we bring you back home? Any
other incidents that you might want to relate?
I can’t think of any.
We talked about a few patrols and we talked about the worst day over there when
you were attacked out on the air strip with no real cover except for shell holes.
Oh, oh.
Did I just remind you of another one?
Yes.
Great.
I don’t know, came down from up above that the opponents’ ships were headed toward
us.
These were Japanese ships out on the ocean?
Yeah, whatever, whoever they were, but it fell through.
Did they actually start shelling the island?
No. We never saw them.
But you heard that they were headed ….
Yeah, it was definitely that they were headed towards our island, but I don’t know what
happened to ‘em. Maybe they got shot down, I don’t know.
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We talked before about this newsletter that we’ve scanned and we’re going to add
with your transcript. This was a newspaper that says, “The War Is Over, Japanese
Surrendered.” What was that day like for you? And how did you find out that you
were finally done fighting?
It happened in the evening, not dark. Oh, I have to tell you about this. Pete
Campachero…
This was a friend of yours?
Yes, they put him in the kitchen. I don’t know if I should tell. Well, if you won’t write it
down. He …
The tape’s running so it’s up to you. I would like to hear it; I don’t know what it is
but I’m very interested in hearing it.
Oh, it’s nothing bad.
Let’s hear it.
Pete Campachero was put in the kitchen. The rule was that we would get a … What’s
beer put in?
Oh, like a keg?
Not a keg.
Barrel?
No, the box.
A case of beer?
A case of beer.
O.K. a case of bottles.
Everybody gets a case of beer a month. That’s what we were supposed to get. Well, I
didn’t drink beer; I didn’t whiskey; I didn’t smoke; I didn’t do drugs; I didn’t do any of
that stuff. I didn’t even hear about drugs. But anyway, we heard that the ship come in
and it’s got the kegs of beer.
Cases of beer?
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Yeah. So, we didn’t get three kegs, I think we got two kegs apiece, at least I did.
Probably Pete did, too. I sold mine for a dollar a can.
Were they in cans at that time?
Yeah.
Do you remember what brand of beer it was?
No. I gave my beer to my friends; I gave it to ‘em. It’s like gold.
Sure.
There was no refrigeration, no refrigeration. But …
Do you recall, was it an American beer?
Oh, yes. No refrigeration BUT, Pete Campachero’s in the kitchen and it’s the first time I
had beer. He got fresh meat and he put it between the meat and the meat was frozen, just
got off the boat. He says, “Here, you can have a can.” I says, “I don’t drink beer.” He
says, “You’ll drink this.” ????
Because it was so cold.
So he gave it to me; it was ice cold. I could have gotten ten dollars a can for that.
(Laughing) I used to give most of it away, and I would put it beneath my bed, and if Pete
wanted it, he would just go and take it.
Pete Campachero was one of your closer friends?
Yeah, my best friend. I’m a Catholic, and we went to church every Sunday, without fail.
You went to services over there in New Guinea as well?
No.
Did you have a Catholic Chaplain?
Where was I when this was happening?
When you were going to church, you mean?
Yeah.
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I would have thought over there because you were talking about Pete Campachero,
and that’s where you knew him is from New Guinea, right?
I knew him before that.
Oh, O.K.
Well, let’s see now. Was it on that island? What island was that?
New Guinea?
New Guinea, I think.
What happened?
What happened? Well, I used to give beer to my friends and I could sell to the others if I
wanted to.
Sure, yeah. We can come back to that if you want to, if you think about something
with Pete.
You hear that the war is over. How did you find out that the war was over?
Oh.
Other people talking or was there …?
It wasn’t dark yet; it was late, late afternoon and they said the war is over. Everybody in
the camp that had beer or whatever was drinking. I was in my bunk crying.
Because you were so happy, you mean?
Yeah. I cried.
I don’t blame you, I mean, this was an emotional time. And I see you’re kind of
overcome now. Do you want to stop the tape? Do you want to keep going?
So you were that happy that all the stress relief? It’s over for you, but how do they
let the Japanese on that island know that it’s over so you’re not …?
Well, they never attacked us again.
So, they must’ve gotten the word.
And we had tents put up and go swimming every afternoon.
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Yeah, that’s true.
So there was this big celebration?
Oh, the guys were going crazy, walking up and down and drinking the beer.
I cried over spilled milk. (Laughing)
I can see right now that you’re overcome just thinking about it, about what it was
like on that date. What happened after that? How long did it take them from the
time that the war was over to get you out of there and send you back home?
No too long. I’d say… Oh, I have to tell you another story. I’d say within two, they had
the point system?
Yes.
Did you hear about the point system?
Yes.
I went by the point system. I would say within two weeks, maybe a week. I don’t know;
it was a short time.
How did they bring you home?
By boat.
By ship, O.K.
By ship.
What was that like, the trip home?
Everybody was happy. (Laughing) But, son of a gun, after … I was going to tell you
something and it slipped by.
Was this about trip home or going back to…?
It was about something that happened then or close to it. I can’t think of it. It was good
though, whatever it was
It’s O.K. You can take your time. As you said, we’ve got plenty of time.
It was interesting.
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If you think of it, just interrupt me at any time and we’ll go back to that.
O.K.
You’re on the ship home. First of all, anything interesting happen on the way home
with all these celebrations and everything? Anything that we need to talk about on
your trip home.
No. Everybody was happy that they were going home. (Laughing)
You get back to the States. Did you come back to California?
No. I must have taken a train home.
From California back to Chicago?
Yes.
Were you discharged out on the coast or were you discharged back here?
Back here.
So you came home in uniform on a train?
Yeah.
Train, you said. Did your girlfriend … ?
I don’t think she knew about it.
She didn’t know you were coming home. How about your Mom, Mother? Did she
know?
You mean somebody waiting for me?
Yes.
No.
While we were off record, I asked you again, if you recalled your girlfriend’s, who
became your wife, first name and you said yes you did, it was Sarah. Now we get
you back to Chicago, and you get off the train, then what happened? Where did
you go?
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Home.
You went to your Mother’s house?
Yes.
O.K. Now, she doesn’t know you’re coming home?
No.
What happened when you got there?
I don’t recall. She would be home, I know.
Yeah, I just wondered what her reaction …
Because my father died when I was four and she never married.
I just wondered what her reaction was when she saw her son home from the war.
I don’t recall.
Then… Oh, go ahead.
She didn’t beat me. (Both laughing.)
I expect not, probably glad to see you.
You know, she never touched me.
Even when you were growing up?
In her life.
Really?
Never!
You mean never touched you in anger.
Never. My sister, my older sister, my older brother. Aunt Mary. All the kids would
come; she’d bake cookies for them.
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So, she was the popular Aunt.
She was eighty-four years old when she passed away.
So, you’re home and how do you let your girlfriend, Sarah, know that you’re home?
Did you go over there or call her on the telephone?
I don’t recall.
Do you remember what it was like when you first got together?
I slapped her around a little. (Laughing)
He said jokingly. How long had you been dating before you went into the Army?
Did you know each other real well before you went away?
Oh, yes.

Part 6: Life After the Service
Uh, huh. I think you may have told me off record that you got married pretty soon
after you got out?
Yes. And the way that happened: his other Johnny Mantia who was on the next block, a
friend of mine. And he and his wife were going to get married in three weeks or so.
You said his name was Johnny Mantia?
Johnny Manita.
Do you know how to spell his last name?
M – A – N – T – I – A.
Thanks. Had he been in the military also?
Oh, yes. But he’s dead now. But anyway, she heard that Johnny and Santy was getting
married. So she said, “Johnny and Santy are getting married in three weeks.” She says,
“Let’s get married.” (Laughing)
So, she proposed to you.
Holy Cow.

51

Did you get married at the same time?
Yes.
Double ring ceremony?
No, oh, no. They were married one week, Johnny was married the following… I don’t
think they were too happy about it.
So you got married shortly after you got out of the Army?
Yes.
What did you do in the days and weeks after you were discharged? Did you go right
to work?
I didn’t go back to work for at least two or three weeks, and then I went back and I stayed
there for forty-three years.
With the railroad?
Yes.
Which railroad?
Elgin, Joliet and Eastern.
And you were an engineer?
Yes.
Did you go back to school at all on the GI Bill?
No. I should have. I didn’t go, because my mother, who’s going to take care of her. So
figured I had to get a job.
Did you ever have contact with any of your wartime buddies after you got home?
Once with Pete Campachero.
Was that in person?
He was a salesman for a Chilean company, and I got a phone call one day.
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He was in town?
It was him, and he was in town. I drove over there.
So, you got together?
Yeah. He was with three other salesmen. Let’s say, what are the types of names of gum?
Chewing gum? Wrigley’s, Wrigley Doublemint.
Wrigley.
Let’s say, he was at a restaurant. They were at a restaurant. When they went to the
restaurant, I bought a stick of gum that wasn’t his, and I threw it on the table, and I said,
“Here, have a stick.” (Laughing)
How long had it been since you’d seen him at that time?
Ooo. A long time.
I mean how long had it been when you saw him this time from when you had last
seen him in the Army?
Do you remember roughly what year it was when you saw him in the restaurant?
I would say under ten years?
Ten years after you got out?
Under. I’d say closer to five years.
And that was the only time you saw him?
Yes, real nice fellow.
But some how you heard that he died. How did you find that out?
Oh, I didn’t… Did I say he died?
Yeah.
I said Johnny Mantia.
Oh, I’m sorry, yeah, you’re right.
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(Laughing)
They didn’t live in New York. What’s the other state?
New Jersey? Somewhere out East.
He was a salesman, gum salesman. Smart fella. He’s the one who showed me how to
talk with their fingers.
Oh, because he had a deaf mute brother?
Yeah.
Gene, since you’ve been out of the military, did you ever belong to any veterans
organizations?
No.
How about your old unit, did you ever attend any reunions with …?
Never had any that I know of. Because my unit was from the West Coast, Oregon and
Washington.

Part 7: Conclusion
Yeah. I’ve asked all the questions that I have to ask.
You’re not going to leave me.
Well, during the time that we talked there may have been other things that came up
that you’d like to add to the record, and this is a good time to do it. Is there
anything else that you can think of that you’d like to get down on the record?
Well, while you’re thinking about that, I will ask you a couple of other questions.
Overall, do you feel that your time, thirty-seven months in the Army and being in
combat in World War II, do you think all that affected your life in any way, to make
you think differently today than you would of if it had never happened?
You can’t say it never happened.
No.
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I’m glad I went into the Army for the simplest reason so people won’t be pointing at you.
And I didn’t go in when the first letter came because I was with my mother and I said,
well. They gave me six months. I went in after that, six months.
Did your military experiences affect your thinking at all about the military or war in
general?
How could you get out fast enough. (Laughing)
If you don’t have anything else that you want to say, we’ll go off record.
Well, that’s about it.
Well, thank you very much for agreeing to participate in the interview. I enjoyed
talking to you.
I enjoyed talking to you.
Thanks again, and we’re going off record.
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